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* Brundtland Applauds Clinton's Environment Policy * German Social Le: 
93EN0438A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian Whaling 
24 Apr 93 pA 3 YIENGS 
22 Apr 
{Article by Sveinung Berg Bentzrod: “Brundtland [Article by Aj 
Praises Clinton”’] tun: “Germa 
wegian Wh, 
[Text] Norwegians are enthusiastic about Bil! Clinton's as published 


major changes in environment policy. The fact that 
President Clinton will now sign the so-called bioconven- 
tion from the Rio conference and is ready to reverse 
several of George Bush's positions on the environment 
means that the United States is returning to global! 
environmental cooperation, Prime Minister Gro Horiem 
Brundtland told AFTENPOSTEN. 


“We need U.S. leadership on the issues that are decisive 
for the environment and development of the planet 
President Clinton has underlined the shift in the United 
States’ global environmental commitment that he prom- 
ised in the election campaign and that we Norwegians 
have strongly supported in our political contacts with the 
White House through Vice President Al Gore.” 


Norwegians had looked forward to the speech Clinton 
gave in Washington on Wednesday in which he pledged 
support for the bioconvention, an effort to stabilize U.S. 
emissions of greenhouse gases at the 1990 level by the 
year 2000 and a large-scale emphasis on recycied mate- 
nals as well as cars powered by natural gas. 


In the UN expert panel that comes under the UN 
environment division, UNEP [United Nations Environ- 
ment Program], the U.S. representatives have been sig- 
naling a new policy from the administration in Wash- 
ington for some time, according to Environmental! 
Affairs Ministry special adviser Peter Johan Schei 


Schei was Norway's chief negotiator when the agreement 
on the preservation of natural diversity, the so-called 
bioconvention, was hammered out prior to the confer- 
ence in Rio last summer. 


The agreement, along with the so-called climate conven- 
tion, was central during the conference and 1s aimed at 
safeguarding the preservation of a diversity of species on 
earth. The agreement was signed by | 56 countries in Rio, 
while the United States provoked the entire world by 
abstaining. 


“It is encouraging that the United States will now 
participate, especially because this gives the bioconven- 
tion added weight. But at the same time Clinton has 
indicated that the country’s skepticism concerning some 
of its contents has not changed. He has hinted to the EC 
and Japan that the United States will try to influence 
how the paragraphs on biotechnology, patent questions, 
and the financing of the agreement are interpreted and 
complied with in practice,”’ Schei said. 
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7$0.¢ ccording to the from the foundation says that by July 1994 the Komso- 
whaling te molets problem will be solved, if the summer expedition 
finds it necessary. This could involve raising parts of the 
Represent. ‘ment parties — submarine or providing safeguards where it lies. 

could si the whale debate. 

which ‘+r no substantive The powerful president of the Rubin Company, Igor 
debat [he issue will be sent Spassky, who has built all Russia's nuclear submarines, 
to both the ! cial Commuttees for described in detail what 1s happening on the ocean floor. 
discussi - their views there The fact that the torpedo tubes are made of titanium 
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the dural type and that the metals are in direct contact 
with salt water means that corrosion 1s occurring at such 
a rate that the plutonium will leak out in two or three 
years. There are at least six kilograms of plutonium in 
the two torpedoes and the single reactor. 


When the submarine sank there was an explosion that 
ripped a big hole in the hull, which means there 1s a 
eenstant flow of water around the torpedoes. The Rus- 
sian authorities fear plutonium poisoning in an area 
measuring 400-500 square meters. 


* Project With Russia To Determine Nuclear 
Waste Threat 


Y3EN0438C Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
2) Apr 93 p 4 


[Article by Olle Johan Nilsen: “Nuclear Waste Survey™] 


[Text] Norwegian authorities expect to have an adequate 
idea of the threat posed by dumped Russian nuclear 
waste within a year. 


This overview will be based on work that has already 
been done as well as the results of a planned expedition 
that Norwegian and Russian experts will organize this 
summer. During the Storting interpellation penod yes- 
terday Research Minister Gudmund Hernes said on 
behalf of the environmental affairs minister that he 
expects the program for such a scientific expedition to be 
approved. Ar observer from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency will also come along on the expedition. 


In a reply to a question from Kyeii Magne Bondevik (Chris- 
tian People’s Party). Hernes said that the examination will 
include inspection with underwater cameras and the collec- 
tion of samples to detect leaks from seven reactors with 
spent fuel that have been dumped. The areas concerned are 
east of Novaya Zemlya and in the Kara Sea. 


The cabinet minister also referred to a white book, 
prepared by the Russians, which tells exactly where the 
waste was dumped and how it was packed and provides 
information about six accidents at plants on land 
between 1959 and 1989 that led to waste being dis- 
charged into the ocean. Two of these accidents occurred 
on the Kola peninsula. 


“What remains is finding out whether the discharged 
waste represents any threat to people and the environ- 
ment and if so how much, as weil as determining what 
protective measures should be taken if necessary,” the 
cabinet minister said. 
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WELU Agrees To Help Block Serb Supply Route 


AU2005 115293 Paris AFP in English 1135 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Text] Rome, May 20 (AFP)}—The Western European 
Union [WEU] alliance of Western European countries 
signed agreements here Thursday [20 May] to help 
Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria block the Danube 
River supply route to Serbia. 


Foreign ministers from the 10 European Community 
members of the WEL’ and nine Eastern European 
nations welcomed the WEU's commitment to send 
patrol boats to enforce a U.N. trade embargo of Serbia 
and Montenegro along the Danube. 

They issued a communique warning that any retaliation 
against countries enforcing the embargo would be “a matter 
of direct concern” to the international community. 


But Bulgarian Foreign Minister Todor Tchurov urged 
the United Nations to give priority to the depioyment of 
ae oe the border between Bosnia-Herzego\ ‘na 
and ia. 


He said sealing off the Serb-Bosnian border to stop 
supplies reaching the Bosnian Serbs from Serbia would 
be the most effective possible action to end the war in 
Bosnia. 

Tchurov said the Bulgarian economy was bearing the 
brunt of damage caused by the disruption of traffic along 
the Danube. 


Reaffirms Support for Vance-Owen 


AU1905 204393 Paris AFP in English 2009 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Rome, May 19 (AFP)}—Western European minis- 
ters Wednesday [19 Ma*'] reiterated their commitment 
to the Vance-Owen peace plan for the former Yugo- 
slavia, but warned that no options, including military 
ones, had been excluded. 


In a statement the ministers said the Vance-Owen plan 
had to be implemented in order to “ensure the physical 
and political survival of the Moslem people in Bosnia- 
Hercegovina.” 


They also called for a study to be carried out into setting up 
more so-called “safe zones” in Bosnia-Hercegovina—six of 
which have already been designated. 


The comments came after the start of a two-day meeting 
of foreign and defence ministers here that will largely 
focus on the Yugoslav conflict and the enforcement of 
U.N. sanctions against the former Yugoslavia. 


The ministers, from the 10-member Western European 
Union (WEU) defence alliance, agreed the importance of 
maintaining, in collaboration with the United States and 
Russia, diplomatic pressure on Serbia and Montenegro. 
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The mumisters rejected as invalid the referendum of 
Bosnian Serbs held at the weekend which came out 
overwhelmingly against accepting the Vance-Owen 


peace plan 


Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, here for 
meetings on the sidelines of the WEU talks, said, “We 
will continue to press on with peaceful steps and cot.- 
tinuing consultations with our partners and friends to get 
strong international backing” for the Vance-Owen plan. 


He added that peacekeepers would be needed in three 
areas—seaiing off Bosnia’s borders, protecting safe havens 
in Bosnia, and helping implement the U.N.-E.C. plan. 


The ministers agreed to study the idea of more safe zones 
in Bosnia. “We feel the safe havens must be imple- 
mented as quickly as possible to overcome a situation of 
inertia, said Italian Defence Minister Fabio Fabbri. 


“We run the nsk of talking so much that nothing gets 
done and the violence continues so that people have only 
a choice between fleeing or being killed,” he added. 


Italian Foreign Minister Beniamino Andreatta mean- 
while hailed an agreement between Bosnian Croats and 
Moslems to go ahead with the Vance-Owen peace plan 
for the former Yugoslav republic as “an optimistic 
note... a first step to the implementation of the plan. 


The agreement reached Tuesday between Croatian Pres- 
ident Franjo Tudjman and Bosnian President Aliya Izet- 
begovic 1s to apply to areas under ti.eir control, leaving 
aside the Serbs, who have rected the plan. 


The ministers’ comments came after U.S. leaders distanced 
their administration further from the Vance-Owen peace 
plan which has guided the international community on 
finding a solution to the | 3-month conflict. 


Asked Tuesday if the plan was dead, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said: “Whether we've reached 
the point where there needs to be a new forum or needs 
to have some other way to address the situation 1s 
something that we need to be considering over the next 
several days.” 


Speaking here, French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said 
the “Americans’ reticence to take part ... so long as we 
are not actually applying the measures” could block 
efforts to implement the peace plan. 


WEU Secretary-general Wim van Eekelen said, “Some 
ministers expressed the concern that the U.S. is not 


doing anything.” 


Manfred Woerner, the secretary general of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, also attended Wednes- 
day's meeting. 


The WEU is responsible for oversecing air and sea 
operations to enforce «he U.N. arms embargo against the 
former Yugoslavia. The WEU includes all 12 European 
Community states except Denmark and Ireland. 
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EC Officials Welcome Outcome of Danish Vote 


BR1905114193 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 19-20 May 93 p 32 


[Artcle by “KV”: “Danish Yes Should Revive Europe— 
439 Danish Commission Officials Heaving Sigh of 
Relief] 


[Text] Brussels—Europe needs a new impetus. This was 
stated by EC Commission President Jacques Delors last 
night [18 May], after a clear majority of Danes had voted 
in favor of the Maastricht Treaty. The ‘Yes’ vote also wil! 
give a new stimulus to the Community's enlargement. 


We certainly could use a boost, Netherlands EC Com- 
missioner Hans van den Broek conceded after the first 
preliminary prognoses were announced. Indeed, the 
birth cf Maastricht was changing gradually into a painful 
delivery. It is time for us to start finally implementing 
the Treaty, Van den Broek stated. 


According to Danish EC Ambassador Gunnar Riber- 
holdt, the Danish population clearly understood that it 
had to decide on an important historic development. 
Denmark holds the EC presidency for another one and a 
half months. 


However, the vote in favor of Maastricht will not affect the 
work of the presidency. “Even before this referendum. we 
have been working very hard all the time, especially in 
promoting economic growth and employment.” 


“The result of the vote probably will have a stimulating 
effect on the enlargement negotiations. Not that it will 
make the talks any easier, but they will be resumed with 
renewed vigor,’ Riberholdt said. The ambassador 
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refused to say whether or not this will give the applicant 
members an excuse to demand “exceptions after the 
Danish model.” 


In a statement ou behalf of the whole EC Commission, 
President Jacques Delors paid tribute to the Danish Yes. 
“The Danes can now contnbute to a unified Evrope with 
all its cultural and national diversities. Hopefully, 
Europe will now, after a penod of inertia, tragedy, 
unemployment, and gloom, find a new impetus,” he 
added. 


Foreign Trade Commussioner Sir Leon Bnttan was 
pleased with the marked victory. “I always have believed 
that those who claim that Europe functions in a central- 
izing way and interferes with the mghts of the member 
States are speaking nonsense. The ‘ ct that the Danes, 
after prolonged discussions and explanations about 
Europe, also ave decided that such statements are 
nonsense is good news for Europe and good news for the 
Danes.” According to Brittan, the Danish result also will 
have a major impact on the supporters of a rapid 
ratification in Great Britain. and thus benefit Prime 
Minister John Mayor 


EC Commissioner for Economic Affairs Henning Chns- 
tophersen was quick to express his confidence in the 
provisional proenoses. “Now we probably will be able to 
get back to work soon,” he said. “Indeed, many Com- 
mission proposals are not being dealt with because they 
are linked closely to Maastricht. | am, for instance, 
working on legislation for the second phase of the 
Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). As long as 
Maastricht has not been approved by all 12 member 
States, I cannot proceed with it” 


On the other hand, Christophersen believes that a 
majority of member states sull can meet the convergence 
criteria for the EMU in time. A lot of things can happen 
the next few years, he said. In addition, nine member 
states have submitted a convergence program that aims 
at meeting the criteria 
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Fasslabend, U.S. Counterpart Discuss Bosnia 
AU2005082793 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
19-20 May 93 p 2 


{[Unattnbuted report: “Fasslabend Holds Talks in the 
Pentagon”) 


[Text] Washington—Austnan Defense Minister Werner 

Fasslabend met with his U.S. counterpart, Les Aspin, 
General Chief of Staff Colin Powell, and other high- 
ranking Pentagon officials in Washington on 18 May for 
more than one hour of talks. As expected, they discussed 
the pan-European security situation and, in particular, 
the situation in the Balkans. 


Fasslabend, who described the atmosphere of the talks as 
“very good, frank, and friendly,” praised the Clinton 
administration’s Bosnian policy as “very professional” 
because it dealt with specific proposals for a solution. 
Fasslabend said that if the Europeans had done so at the 
beginning of the conflict, the situation in Bosnia could be 
different today. The meeting between Les Aspin and the 
Austrian defense minister is above all remarkable 
because the U.S. defense secretary has so far only 
received his counterparts from NATC countries. 


Fasslabend views this as a recognition of the fact that 
Austria predicted the developments in Yugoslavia, 
which then really did happen. Fasslabend stressed to the 
leading Pentagon officials that Austria considers it one 
of its most important tasks to contribute its respective 
share to stability in its neighbor countnes. 


Regarding the future curopean security policy, Les 
Aspin stressed the necessity of close cooperation 
between the United States and Europe. 
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Danish Vote Seen Bringing ‘Relief in Europe’ 
AU2005 100993 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
19-20 May 93 p 1 


[Wolfgang Boehm commentary: “Relief in Europe” 


[Text] The Danish ‘Yes’ has decided more than Maas- 
tncht and the ambitious plans for political union. Pol- 
ticians in Brussels and many other European capitals 
were thus relieved. The Danish “Yes opens the door to 
progress and allows the EC members to seek common 
solutions to the immense economic and security policy 
problems. It is not surprising. therefore, that interna- 
tional stock exchanges reacted positively as soon as 1; 
could be assumed that the Danes would vote in favor of 
Maastncht. Now pressure 1s not only increasing on Great 
Britain to give up its reservations about a European 
union. It 1s to be hoped that the Danish yes will, above 
all, be a medicine against the virus that has attacked 
more and more European states during the past three 
months. In this period, since the collapse of communism 
in Eastern Europe, political groups and individual poli- 
ticians from London to Vienna and Paris to Athens have 
felt encouraged, politicians who put their stakes on a 
delimitation of their country from the rest of Europe and 
the implementation of egorstic and nationalist interests. 
However, Europe presently cannot afford such a stance, 
which may bring votes in the short term, but will not 
create long-term stable political conditions. The former 
Yugoslavia is an example. It 1s true that the Danes have 
only agreed conditionally to the planned monetary union 
and the planned security policy cooperation, but with the 
decision in the Scandinavian country on 18 May the 
member states can at least continue to build the Euro- 
pean house. The interruption of this process has not only 
had negative implications. The Danish ‘No’ last year has 
had a wholesome effect. It has shown that even the 
noblest plans will lose their glamour and gather dust if 
they are not sufficiently explained to the people. Twelve 
chiefs of state tried in Maastricht to take two steps of 
history at a time. Now they had to go a step back. 
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Commentary Views Impact of Danish \ ote on EC 


Pf 1905105293 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 19 May 93 p 16 


iBons Johnson commentary. “The Danes Have Set Us 
on the Road to a Showdown” } 


[Text] it was a beautiful day in Copenhagen yesterday 
[18 May}—just as beautiful as this time last year. The 
sun again shone on the green spires and roofs. on the 
cycling girls in T-shirts. and the same white petals 
danced on the breeze. In polling booths from Jutland to 
Zealand the same question faced the 3.9 million voters. 
In fac. the only real difference between yesterday's 
referendum and that on June 2 last year. which set 
Europe by the ears, was the result. What. in the space of 
less than i2 months, has made the Danes change their 
minds” 


In a way. they were rather stunned by the umpact of their 
last verdict on the Maastricht Treaty. They had not quite 
bargained for the turmoil of the subsequent French 
referendum and the near-collapse of the European Mon- 
etary System. Nor were they prepared tor the deepening 
economic recession, which the European political estab- 
lishmeat cleverly attnbuted to the Danish No vote. the 
Apple of Discord 


In the event the Danes remained reluctant Europeans. 
ever in the act of voting yes. But they were not. finally. 
will ng to run the nsk of economic exclusion from the 
rest of Europe, not with 12 percent unemployment. In 
short, they were looking for an excuse to change their 
minds. The Edinburgh agreement with its so-called “opt- 
outs” (in reality, mere clanfications of exemptions 
already present) was one factor. Another was the change 
of government, from the leadership of Mr Poul Schiuter. 
Conservative, to Mr Poul Nyrup Rasmussen. Social 
Democrat. A $3 million pound tax rebate, dangied as the 
reward for a Yes, also played a part 


Yesterday, therefore, was a turning point in European 
history, because ratification of Maastncht. even if a year 
late, 1s now inevitable, The Euro-Sceptics’ challenges will 
go ahead in the courts, in Bntain, Denmark. Germany 
and perhaps Ireland. But in the end the wall of the 
political classes will prevail. Mr Bill Cash and his col- 
leagues will lose their guernila war in the [House of] 
Commons 


Some time this autumn, Sir Patnck Fairweather, the 
British ambassador to Rome, will convey the “rnstru- 
ments of ratification” to the office of the President of the 
Italian Republic, which hosted the beginning of the 
Maastricht talks. What then? Will joyful federalists in 
Brussels pop out of their foxholes, like Vietnamese 
soldiers in the Tet offensive? Will M [Monsieur] Jacques 
Delors and his officials forswear their commitments to 
subsidiarity, made when they feared the rebuke of the 
Danish people” 
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Somehow | doubt it. 1992 taught a lesson not only to the 
Brussels bureaucrats. The shocks of last year. from the 
Danish and French referendums to the turbulence in the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism, have scared politicians 
across the EC. They see that there are msks, cliectoral 
risks, in trying to build an integrated Europe against the 
grain of public opinion 


About a year ago, at the Lisbon summut. Mr I[rstan 
Garel-Jones, Foreign Office Minister, was to be found 
boasting of the other countnes: “They're whistling our 
tune.” It then looked as though his optimism «as pre- 
mature. Now, at least for the medium term. it seems he 
may be mght. Chancellor Koh! of Germany, sho at 
Maastrncht was said to be pushing for European | non 
with the steady reliability of an old Volkswagen faces 
the voters next year, and has never been weaker Pres. 
dent Mitterrand of France leads a decayed party anc an 
adversarial government. Felipe Gonzalez, the Spanish 
prime minister, faces a brursing election on June 6. The 
Italians are in no position to take any European initia- 
trve. No one in such circumstances (cacept possibly the 
Belgians) 1s likely to call for some leap ahead to mone 
tary and political union. Indeed, the ratification of 
Maastricht, with ut strict programme of economic con- 
vergence, gives the rest of Europe an excuse for doing 
little or nothing for quite some time 


And the Government's advantages continue. The ratifi- 
cation of Maasincht opens the way for the enlargement 
of the EC, a goal that Britain has championed on the 
uncertain grounds that it will dilute the dominance of 
Brussels. For a year, perhaps two, Britain wil! be able to 
claim that its European policy puts it in a majority of E¢ 
countnes. M Delors will by then be campaigning for 
election to the French Presidency. Brussels will be tran- 
quil. But after a time, | have no doubt, the mood will 
change again. In the lifetime of this parlianwiut, the old 
challenges wil! come back, and they will be doubly 
f- -midabie 


As the European economy recovers, so will interest rn the 
later stages of Economic and Monetary Union (EMI) It 
is one thing for Mr Rasmussen to say. as he did on 
Monday: “I am not quite sure that the timing of EMU 
will be realized.” But his country, vesterday. approved a 
binding treaty commitment to allow the EC, including 
Denmark, to begin the process. Never mind that the 
Danes have an “opt-out” under Maastricht All 
observers of the Danish economy agree they are hardly 
likely to let the Krone float while the D-mark [German 
mark], the Franc and the Benelux countres enter a single 
currency zone 


And by the same logic of the Maastricht commitments 
Britain will eventually face the chorce of reentering the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism. When Mr Lamont meets his 
fellow finance ministers in Denmark this weekend, thes 
will make no concessions to reform of the system. No 
“fault-lines” have been ssolated. Sooner or later. that 
issuc will resurface, with all its divisive effect on the 
Tory Party 
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Above all, the enlargement of the EC, extending to 
Eastern Europe, is a mixed blessing for Britain. It will 
bring im deserving neighbours, with the prospect of 
greater free trade, and end the Delorean vision of a “little 
Europe.” But 1 also means that the government has to 
face up to institutional reform in Brussels. Downing 
Street and Foreign Office men are already drawing up 
plans for the 19°5 inter-governmental conference. They 
are determined not to be caught out, as they were at the 
outset of the Maastricht talks, and painted as the nay- 
sayers. 


But the centralizers are strong, and they will have a 
certain logic on their side. If Brussels is to work 
smoothly, with not just 16, but 19 or 24 members, it will 
require changes. That will include more majority voting, 
and further erosion of sovereignty. It will entail new 
efforts to build up the Western European Union as a 
potential replacement for Nato. Denmark's vote will not 
plunge the government immediately into a new battle 
against federalism. But the fight will come, and it wall be 
bitter 


Daily: ‘Danish Vote Is Not a Call To Go Faster’ 


PM 1905105093 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 19 May 93 p 16 


[Editonal: “Yes, But) 


[Text] One is enough, Churchill once said of majorities, 
and the Danes on second thoughts have done better than 
that. Given the choice of restoring much needed confi- 
dence in the Maastricht Treaty or virtually wrecking 11, 
they have stepped back from the brink. 


Among ministers in London there will be profound, if 
cautious, relief, reflected by the Prime Minister's speech 
to the Confederation of British Industry last night. 
Brussels will sound a note of subdued rejoicing. And the 
minonty of Tory Euro-sceptics will declare their inten- 
tion of continuing the fight by one means or another 
more intensely than ever. Those campaigning for a 
referendum in this country will regard the Danish result 
as strengthening their hand. 
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But what matiers nwsst, im our view, ss how Euro- 
enthusiasts respond to yr.>cday’s vote. They might! 
deciare that the Mazsincia ‘ @ «*y «& now home and dry. 
and interpret this second Da.iith vote as a seenal to go 
full steam ahead towards ever cloxr European unw. 
They might regard any more foot-dragging ia the Brit.sh 
Parliament as wholly irrelevant. Some may even take 
their cue from Sir Edward Heatn ari dismiss the foot- 
draggers as virtually enemies of their cov7iry—an 
extraordinary view of parkamentary demociacy But 
such a response, in our view, would do great harm 


What needs to be heeced. in the wider interest» of Europe. 
18 the existence in this country and the other ‘| «semixrs of 
the Community of substantia! minonwes ci «ii: eens who 
simply do not want to live in a European feder) +a “ounded 
on extremely flimsy ideas of democratic accmycie® its * 
high proportion of this Gevernment’s supporters ey of thai 
mind. To declare that they are out of line with tac root of 
Europe, as do people hike Martin Bangemann, German 
vice-president of the EC's executive commission, 1s to 
musread the signals. This handful of despised Euro-sceptics 
in the House of Commons, these non-citizens, represent a 
much higher proportion of Conservative Euro-sceptics out- 
side Parliament. 


If the substantial minorities in Denmark, Germany and 
France, as well as Britain, are now brushed aside as if 
their views do not matter, there will slowly gather a 
storm in Europe. Churchill's aphorism about one vote 1s 
not wholly applicable here. The debate 1s about funda- 
mental and permanent constitutional changes, for which 
some nations require a two-thirds mayonty. One danger 
is that such a storm would carry Europe not towards 
closer co-operation but in the opposite direction: 
towards rampant nationalism. 


We should take note of the fact that the French National 
Front won an eighth of the vote in the recent general 
election. Nationalism is a latent force. It would feed eagerly 
on the anxieties of those alarmed by the declared ambitions 
of people like Martin Bangemann., who secks “an integrated 
political system” for Europe based on a federal structure. If 
Europe is to move forward peacefully, 1 must pay more 
attention to the discontent. This Davush vote 1s not a call to 
go faster, but to be more heedful 














« GERMANY 


More Troops Arrive in Mogadishu 


LD2005 124793 Hamburg DPA in German 1211 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA}—A German Air Force aircraft 
carrying around 100 soldiers to supplement the 
Bundeswehr advance: unit already in Somalia landed in 
Mogadishu this morning [20 May] at 0830. <- Third 
Corps confirmed in Koblenz in response to ar aquiry. 
The servicemen will travel from Mogadishu to Beled- 
weyn im central Somalia. where the advance unit has 
already moved into a camp occupied by Canadian troops 
who are now in the process of withdrawal. [passage 
omitted] 


Deployment Questioned 
93ENO466A Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German No 
18, 3 Say 93 pp 23. 25 


[Unattnbuted a:ticile: “Where Are We Flying? German 
Soldiers Are Preparing for Deployment to Somalia, Yet 
It is Unclear What They Are Actually Supposed To Do”™} 


[Text] The highest-ranking soldier presenteu major 
objectives. With the participation in the UN action in 
Somalia, Chief of Staff Klaus Naumann said in extolling 
the mission to his troops that the Bundeswebr will make 
“a significant contribution with personnel and matenal 
to saving the badly suffering population ~ 


Naumann sent teletype message No. 5373! shortly 
before Christmas. The day before that the government in 
Bonn had offered UN General Secretary Butros Butros 
Ghali 1,500 solders “for humanitarian tasks” in 
Somalia. 


The general is now dispensing with the big talk. Nau- 
manin’s new overview of the planned aid mainly includes 
assignments for military assistance: logistics for other 
UN units, cooperation in the US military staff, and 
muneclearing. 

The closer the time comes to the departure of the 
German expeditionary force, the clearer it 1s becoming 
how little the coalition in Bonn is concerned about 
humanitarian aid. It 1s uncertain whether the action has 
any benefi’ at ali other than a show effect. 


At the same time, there 1s growing criticism from civilian 
aid organizations. The military deployment, says Caritas 
spokesman Martin Kleene, is a waste of tax money “that 
could be used more sensibly.” The plight of the Somal:s 
can scarcely be alleviated in this way. 


It is still to be determined what the German soldiers will 
do there. Defense Minister Volker Ruche from the CDU 
[Christian Democratic Union] has had an advance 
detachment undergo rapid trainin, at the Deines Bruch- 
muelter Barracks in Lahnstein since last week. The first 
40 soldiers, assembled from all parts of the republic, are 
to be ready to leave by 8 May. 
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A General Staff officer scoffs that “jusi a few minor 
matiers” remain open in the planning: “Where are we 
flying and what specifically are we supposed to do 
there?” The only thing that 1s certain 1s that even the 
advance team, led by Mayor General Georg Bernhardt, 
deputy chief of the II] Corps in Coblenz, will be accom- 
panied by a press staff that 1s supposed to market the 
action effectively im the media. 


Weeks ago the Foreign Ministry had criticized the fact 
that the Bundeswehr 1s pnmanly concerned about its 
own image (DER SPIEGEL No 17, 1993). Ruche's 
military people had rejected the organization of pon 
operations in the caprial city Mogadishu, which would 
also have benefited civilian aid organizations, as “not 
very attractive ~ 


Nor did they want to bother themselves with the t-ans- 
portation, supply. and integration of refugees. The 
Bundeswehr even refused to build and repair roads— 
classical engineer tasks 


The composition of the Somalia force also shows how 
little it 18 a matter of “the badly suffering population.” 
Of the 1.640 men that Ghal: will have at hes disposal, at 
best the transport. supply. and engineer companies— 
fewer than 700 soldiers—directly benefit the Somalis 
The rest—infantry soldiers. medics. army pilots, and 
military police—serve “their own needs.” according to 
the Hardthoche [Defense Ministry locatron! The force 1s 
dealing with uself. Help against hunger, which was 
orginally the focus of the action in Somalia, 1s hardly 
necessary ang longer. at least not from mulitary people. 


The UN action to this port. says the Somali, Maho 
Awes, an expert on Afnca expert at the University of 
Tuebingen, has already worked: “The hunger has been 
stayed” 


According to almost all civilian experts, Somalia now 
needs a different kind of help compared to six months 
ago. It 1s now a matter of repairing schools that have 
been shot to pieces, installing functional admunistra- 
tions, and restoring the agriculture that was destroyed in 
the civil war. That 1s no job for soldiers 


“UN blue he*.nets belong back at their bases and devel- 
opment cxperts must now go to the front,” says Prof. 
Juhan Bauer, a German tropical ecologist, who until 
recently taught at the University of Mogadishu and was 
involved in a project to help aga «st hunger. The civil 
war in Somalia 1s “an environmental war” for the last 
natural resources of the country and the remaining water 
and pasture lands. “A very complex assistance 1s needed, 
not just new wells or roads.” 


Defense Minister Ruche ard Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel from the FDP [Free Democratic Party] did not 
even listen to such object: ns: the agency for develop- 
ment aid in Bonn was not involved mm the preparations 
for Somalia. 
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The Ministry for Economic Cooperation (BMZ) had just 
had some bitter experiences with soldiers. Only with diffi- 
culty were German development helpers able to prevent UN 
troops from requisitioning the vocational training center in 
Mogadishu as a staff and quarters building. The institute is 
one of the top projects of Bonn’s development aid and is 


supposed to be reopened soon. 


In addition, specialists from the BMZ brought some 
perceptions with them from the northeast of Somalia, 
where the Bundeswehr is supposed to be deployed, that 
do not fit into Bonn’s new military concept. The region 
remained largely untouched by the civil war. The experts 
see a need for “long-term projects” such as the fishing 
industry and agriculture. 


Meanwhile specialists with expenence in Affica are 
drilling wells and putting in water pipelines, for which 
the Bundeswehr had recommended its engineers back in 
December. Fifty members of the Technical! Assistance 
Office (THW) are already in Bosaso, where the 
Bundeswehr will set up its “bridgehead” (Hardthoehe 
jargon) next month. 


The work of the THW is “already in full swing,” the 
Foreign Ministry in Bonn is proclaiming smugly. 


Kohl, Spain’s Gonzalez Welcome ‘Impetus’ of 
Danish Vote 


LD1905125393 Hamburg DPA in German 1142 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA}—German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez today 
[19 May] emphatically praised the result of the Danish 
EC referendum. Following two hours of talks with 
Gonzalez in Bonn today, Koh! thanked the Danes for the 
“Yes” vote and said that history would prove the skep- 
tics wrong. Kohli said the result of the Danish refer- 
endum was also a signal to the UK to push on to a 
decision in the House of Commons. 


Gonzalez told journalists in the Chancellery that the 
referendum gave new impetus to the process of political 
union and economic recovery within the EC. “The 
Copenhagen result will also be a gift to British Prime 
Minister John Major,” said Gonzalez. Kohl believes the 
““Suropean train” [Europazug] :. ll continue its progress 
without any further stops. “we need this urgently 
because of dramatic developments in Europe and also to 
bring us out of recession,”’ said Kohl. 


Much was rightly expected of an economic and currency 
union. This would require great efforts that Germany is 
at present unable to perform. However, Germany is “on 
schedule” for ratification despite appeals still pending at 
the Federal Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe. Kohl said 
EC accession negotiations with Austria, Sweden, Fin- 
land, and Norway must be conducted so as to enable 
them to join by the end of 1995. [passage omitted] 


GERMANY $ 


Koh! Departs For Talks in Ankara 


LD1905 134393 Hamburg DPA in German 1234 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl flew to 
Turkey today [19 May] for a previously planned, two- 
day visit. During the first stage of his visit in Ankara, he 
will meet newly-elected state president Suleyman 
Demirel and other leading politicians from government 
and parliament. Kohl last visited Turkey in 1985. 


Before his visit the chancellor was prevailed upon by 
Amnesty International and relevant SPD politicians to 
treat the discussion of human and minority mghts in 
Turkey as a matter of urgency. Other subjects for discus- 
sion may well be the new regional role of turkey fol- 
lowing the collapse of the Soviet Union, its relations with 
the EC and the treatment of the many Turkish people's 
living in Germany. 


On Friday the chancellor wall accept his 17th honorary 
doctorate in Istanbul. A meeting with representatives of 
Turkish industry is also on the agenda. 


Kinkel Reexamines Policy Toward Africa 


AU 1905115893 Hambure DIE WELT in German 
19 May 93 p4 


{Bernt Conrad report: “Kinkel Corrects Afncan Policy” 


{Text} Bonn—Afnca is to play a more important role in 
German foreign policy again. Since the second half of the 
1980's the Bonn politicians have lost sight a little of the 
black continent because of Germany's unification and the 
speedy changes in Eastern Europe. In order to correct this 
fact, Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel opened a four-day 
conference of German ambassadors in Africa in Accra, the 
capital of Ghana, yesterday. The fact that Kinkel stays for 
such an unusually long time in one place abroad—he just 
flies to Abyjan (Cote d'Ivoire) briefly in between—stresses 
the revaluation of Africa in his concept. 


The minister considers this turning toward Africa as 
particularly important because the increase in armed 
conflicts, the negative economic development, and the 
rising vulnerability concerning natural disasters and 
diseases have driven our southern neighboring continent 
to the brink of disaster. Even though, in Bonn’s view, the 
main contribution to overcoming the crisis must come 
from the Africans themselves, Kinkel recently pointed 
out in Cairo that German and, 1n addition, European aid 
1S indispensable, “because otherwise the problems of the 
neighboring region will spread to us.” 


It is clear that, in view of the manifold financial 
demands, Bonn cannot spend much more money on 
Africa than in the past. Therefore, the more intensive 
involvement is to be implemented by a reexamination of 
the focal issues. Priority 1s to be given—beside economic 
cooperation, as well as cultural and information policy— 
to stabilizing security and preventing conflicts by means 
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of cooperative security structures, to promoting democ- 
ratization and rule-of-law principles, to helping with 
refugee problems, to supporting environmental protec- 
tion, and to promoting the health sector. 


Following the motto “an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure,”” Kinkel and his associates place partic- 
ular emphasis on early warning and preventive mea- 
sures. This applies not only to conflict management but, 
for instance, also to environmental damage, refugee 
movements, and human nghts violations. The impor- 
tance of public relations work becomes clear if one looks 
at the fact that Germany's remission of African debts, 
amounting to 6.9 billion German marks, gained far less 
publicity there than a considerably smaller remission by 
France or Great Britain. 


Bonn is convinced that international cooperation in 
helping Africa is indispensable. What one does not want 
is a division of labor to the effect that Africa is com- 
pletely allocated to the Europeans, while Japan and the 
United States declare their responsibility primarily for 
south and southeast Asia or Latin America. 


Cabinet Decides To Establish Ties With Eritrea 


LD1905112293 Hamburg DPA in German 1051 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Germany plans to establish diplo- 
matic relations with Eritrea. The cabinet came to this 
decision on Wednesday [19 May]. The former Ethiopian 
province will become independent on 24 May. A large 
majority of the people came out in favor of indepen- 
dence in a referendum. 


Secret ‘Defense Planning Guidelines’ Revealed 


93EN0466B Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German No 
18, 3 May 93 pp 24, 25 


[Article by Rear Admiral Elmar Schmaehling (Ret): 
“Generals Are Making Policy; Planning and Presump- 
tion of German Foreign Deployments”’] 


[Text] On 26 November 1992, Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe issued secret “Defense Planning Guidelines” 
without informing the public and with no formal 
approval of the cabinet. In 53 points, the guidelines 
make, as it were, a fundamental statement—or opera- 
tional instructions?—for German security policy and for 
German military actions outside the NATO alliance 
territory. They are thereby well ahead of the necessary 
constitutional amendment, admonishes Bundeswehr 
critic Schmaehling, 56. The former rear admiral, most 
recently head of the Office for Studies and Exercises of 
the Bundeswehr, was provisionally retired by Defense 
Minister Stoltenberg in January 1990 with no reasons 
being given. 


Unified Germany has been hit by a change of tides. The 
prolonged German culture of restraint is now being 
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followed by a renewed demonstration of a German 
craving for recognition, once again formulated and 


staged by the military. 


The “Defense Planning Guidelines” (VPR) issued by 
Defense Minister Volker Ruehe on 26 November 1992 
are a ghastly script for this. In this text, the military 
defines its own future tasks. In the future, the military 
wants to do with the military what politics and democ- 
racy must accomplish—a presumption. 


The guidelines are supposed to help “preserve Ger- 
many’s basic values, implement its interests, and give 
up-to-date content to military security precautions” 
(VPR 2). That is how the generals write it. For them 
rather than for the politicians or parliament, it is a 
matter of the political objective of “preventing” conflicts 
in Europe and of “preserving security for Europe in the 
scope of a permanent and fair peaceful order based on 
pluralistic democracy, rule of law, and a social market 
economy” (VPR 8). The military people indicate what 
economic principle is to apply in a global “peaceful 
order.” 


Consequently, the “vital security interests” of German 
policy derived therefrom are aimed at an intact and 
undisturbed West European world of prosperity in which 
Germany plays the central role. Thus, the toy military 
people no longer see their future in national or alliance 
defense against an external military threat but in a 
preventive policy of global interests implemented with 
military interventionism. 


Now that there is no longer a military threat to Western 
Europe, this reorientation of the military is aimed at 
securing the existence of the Bundeswehr. How will new 
social legitimation be achieved? Under the heading 
“Organizational Opportunities” (VPR 12), it states: 


All peoples of Europe should be able to enjoy political 
stability, economic prosperity, and social security. But 
Europe must also develop the capability to participate in 
the large worldwide tasks of the future in a substantial 
way as a creative force and global player. 


The Eurocentric view emphatically confirms the fear 
that the Maastricht treaties may lead to the development 
of a militarily defended fortress Europe. West European 
power and economic interests are to be pursued exter- 
nally with an offensive military policy. It is in the “logic 
of the unification process that Europe should also be able 
to act in foreign and security policy” (VPR 14). 


“On the basis of its political and economic potency,” 
Germany has “a key role in the further development of 
European structures.”’ “Our possibilities for influence 
thereby coincide with the most important developmental 
tasks and opportunities in the Excope of the future” 
(VPR 17). 


In this Europe of the future, Western Europe should and 
Germany as the leading power wants to take over an 
independent role as world policeman. This 1s a clear 
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movement away from the United Nations and United 
States, because it is probably not expected that either will 
always pursue German interests: it is the will of the 
Federal Government that the United Nations no longer 
be the sole contracting or mandating authority for future 
German combat actions and the United States will be 
booted out with the harmless-sounding demand for 
“partnership among equals.” 


What is meant by “expanded geographic background” is 
described this way: “In the future, defensive precautions 
cannot be limited to our own terntory. For Germany, 
defense always means defense in an alliance in the sense 
of an expanded national defense. Hence a part of the 
German armed forces must be capable of operations 
outside Germany” (VPR 38). 


It is obvious that a future use of German armed forces 
“outside Germany” is by no means conceived as opera- 
tions in the scope of the so-called NATO alliance case; in 
the scope of the “Allied Mobile Force,” this was always 
NATO planning. Under the name “expanded national 
defense,” the Bundeswehr wants to establish military 
structures for “crisis reactions” even before an amend- 
ment of the constitution, to begin “realistic” training, 
and to procure offensive equipment without being open 
to political attack, for supposedly this is taking place in 
the scope of NATO. 


It actually involves more than that. The development of 
the crisis-reaction forces that has already begun is 
intended for future intervention in the framework of 
so-called crisis and conflict management out of area— 
that is, without NATO as well. 


Completely new in the range of tasks for German armed 
forces is the repelling of “attacks against the freedom and 
integrity of German citizens or those of allied states 
abroad” (VPR 22). In justifying future actions, the 
military can draw much from this so-called direct risk to 
German security interests. 


It is so easy for German or West European citizens to be 
actual or ostensible victims of violence abroad. Accord- 
ingly, commando undertakings such as the failed 
attempt by the Americans to free the hostages in Iran are 
part of the future repertoire of German military plan- 
ners. The intention of becoming a “global player’ is 
taking on additional color with this new military task. 


“Preferably” such “measures” should take place in an 
international framework. But just “preferably.” Con- 
versely that means that such “measures” are conceivable 
for the protection of German citizens solely through 
German armed forces. The government's proposal for an 
amendment of Article 24 of the constitution expressly 
provides for the possibility of German military opera- 
tions outside the legal scope of the UN combat action. 


GERMANY il 


The new mood of an awakening in the German military 
leadership shows depressing parallels with the climate 
after the first German unification before the beginning of 
this century and with the “neo-German nationalism” 
that then emerged from it. Scarcely has World War Il 
ended for the Germans as well with the regaining of full 
sovereignty and unification when German foreign policy 
is already becoming power and military politics. 


The Freiburg military historian Wolfram Wette speaks 
of a “new military mormalcy” of the Germans. And 
indeed it 1s again a German general, Klaus Naumann, 
who is driving foreign and security policy forward. In 
that he and his command helpers are defining (allowed 
to define) German “security interests” militarily, they 
are filling the vacuum of the long-emaciated “primacy of 
politics” that had become a bugbear. 


Admiral von Tirpitz, who was appointed state secretary 
of the Imperial Navy Office, justified his fleet building 
program before the turn of the century with the fact “that 
the concentration of huge nations...will destroy Ger- 
many or at least push it back in the next century if 
Germany does not also become a power beyond the 
borders of the European continent.” 


Today the 19p military people are warning against con- 
centrated “‘Isiamic fundamentalism” and the associated 
threat of “state terrorism” and are using this supposed 
threat to justify “‘crisis-reaction forces’ of the 
Bundeswehr. 


The VPR leave no doubts as to what the future “place in 
the sun” should be that von Buelow, then state secretary 
in the Foreign Ministry, had demanded for the Germans 
in 1897: “The maintenance of free world trade and 
unhindered access to markets and raw materials 
throughout the worlid....” (VPR 8). 


Changes have also crept into the concept of “crisis 
management.” In the cold war, it was oriented toward 
political deescalation for the prevention of a hot war. 
Now crisis management is supposed to be the “‘preven- 
tion, containment, and termination of crises and con- 
flicts that may adversely affect Germany's inteycity and 
stability” (VPR 8), naturally through the threat and use 
of military force organized in “crisis-reaction forces.” 


War, which for four decades we Germans banned from our 
consciousness as a real danger after two world wars and the 
danger of a nuclear holocaust, is now once again supposed to 
become a legitimate means of politics with the euphemism 
of “establishing peace.” And at a meeting of security experts 
recently, Federal Chancellor Kohl even linked the “dignity 
of the Germans” with their willingness to take part in future 
military intervention. 


The German generals appear to be prepared to exercise 
this new German dignity in the field. 
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February Showed Strong Increase in Foreign Trade 
AU1905 141993 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 19 May 93 p 15 


(“JI” report: “Foreign Trade Rose Strongly”’] 


[Text] Frankfurt, 18 May—After the serious losses in 
German foreign trade at the beginning of the year, export 
and import rose strongly in February. According to the 
Federal Statistical Office, exports rose by 10.5 percent to 
49.9 billion German marks [DM] compared with Jan- 
uary, imports by 12.4 percent to DM48.7 billion. Since 
imports increased more strongly than exports, the for- 
eign trade surplus declined to DM1.2 billion (January 
DM1.8 billion). In the balance of goods and services 
(goods trade, services, and transfers) the deficit, 
amounting to DMS5.3 billion, remained more or less 
unchanged compared with January. 


In February it was primarily trade with non-EC coun- 
tries that was stimulated; exports and imports rose above 
average in this area. The orders received during the first 
quarter of 1993 indicate a potential stabilization of the 
orders received from abroad by the processing industry 
in western Germany, which have declined since the 
beginning of 1990: For the first time in an extended 
period foreign orders increased strongly compared with 
the previous three months. 


IG Metall Votes To End Mecklenburg Strike 


LD1905131093 Berlin ADN in German 1230 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Excerpt] Rostock (ADN)—The strike in the engineering 
and electrical industry in Mecklenburg-West Pomerania 
ended today [19 May] when 60.6 percent of IG Metall 
members voted to accept a pay deal agreed upon by the 
union and the employers’ association Nordmetall. Frank 
Teichmueller, regiona) head of IG Metall, said there was 
an 87 percent turnoui for the voting. [passage omitted] 


a tana Engineering Employers Back Wage 


LD1905153493 Berlin ADN in German 1452 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Erfurt (ADN)—It was announced in Erfurt today 
[19 May] by the association of metalworking and engi- 
neering industry that the third regional group [Thuringia 
following Saxony and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania] 
of the metal and enginecring employers’ association 
agreed to the wage settlement negotiated in Jena for the 
Thuringian metal and engineering industry. Therefore, 
there are no remaining obstacles to the entry into force of 
the agreement on the part of the employers. 
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IG Metall Demands ‘Viable Plan’ for Steel 
Industry 


LD1905 161493 Berlin DDP in German 1331 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Excerpts] Voelklingen (DDP)}—IG Metall has demanded a 
viable plan for the future of the steel industry in the 
Saarland from the Saarland government, the federal govern- 
ment, and the EC. After (Saarland) Minister President 
Oskar Lafontaine confirmed yesterday that Saarland AG 
steelworks in Voelkingen is on the brink of bankruptcy, the 
company’s workers’ representative body met today for a 
Crisis meeting. [passage omitted] 


The Steel Employers’ Federation, Stahl, assumes that 
one in three jobs will be lost in the German steel industry 
by the year 2000. The federation president, Ruprecht 
Vondran, said on Saarland Radio today that he fears the 
number of employees in the steel industry will drop from 
the current 150,000 to under 100,000 in the year 2000. 
[passage omitted] 


Further Decrease in Eastern Steel Industry Predicted 


AU2005091493 SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in 
German 19 May 93 p 31 


[“‘old.**-signed report: “Shrinking Steel Industry in 
Eastern Germany”™] 


[Text] Berlin—Concern among steel workers in eastern 
Germany for their jobs has not just increased since the 
beginning of the current wage dispute. The industry has 
gone through an unprecedented shrinking process. The 
production of raw steel sank from 8 million tonnes in the 
former GDR to approximately 3 million in 1992. 
Experts have predicted a further decrease for this year, 
although not as dramatic as the one in the three pre- 
ceding years. 


According to the Duesseldorf-based Steel Economic 
Association, the number of employees sank from 80,000 
to 20,000, but the bottom has probably not yet been 
reached. There is mounting fear in the steel enterprises 
in eastern Germany that no more than 5-10,000 jobs will 
ultimately remain. 


The Trust Agency's privatization balance does not look 
all that bad at first glance: Until March of this year, eight 
enterprises with plants in 13 cities were sold. In view of 
the steel crisis in the west, the Trust Agency has more 
and more difficulties in finding investors for its enter- 
prises. Moreover, promises regarding investment and 
jobs have not been kept. The Trust Agency has reacted 
with outrage to the Krupp Stahl AG's announcement in 
Bochum that the cold rolling mill at Oranienburg, which 
it took over from the Trust Agency in 1990, will be 
closed down and that 250 workers will be made redun- 
dant. Initially, Krupp promised to preserve 600 jobs and 
invest 40 million German marks [DM]. However, there 
has been no binding agreement. 
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A sort of eastern German lobby has been forged between 
the Trust Agency and the involved land governments 
against the further job cuts in the east German steel 
industry. There is mounting concern that the steel cnsis 
might be solved primarily at the expense of capacities in 
the new laender. 


The controversy over the future of the Eko Stahl AG, 
Eisenhuettenstadt, has to be seen in this light. The EC 
Commission recently rejected the modernization plan 
for the largest steel center in the new laender, which the 
Trust Agency presented. The plan provides for the new 
construction of a hot strip mill on the basis of the 
modern Duennbrammen continuous casting and rolling 
procedure. The modernization of Eko involves some 
DM1.1 billion. 


Of the former 13,000 steel workers, only 3,400 are still 
employed by Eko. In 1992, Eko’s turnover was almost 
DM1.1 billion, with losses reaching DM170 million. 
Some 35 percent of the turnover has been achieved on 
the basis of various cooperation transactions with the 
CIS. With persistence and clever negotiations, the Eko 
steel managers even managed to win clients from the 
west German automotive industry. 


Yet, there is no investor in sight. Particularly the Bran- 
denburg government is thus in fevor of the enterprise 
going it alone to maintain the plant in the structurally 
weak region at the Polish border. Brandenburg Eco- 
nomics Minister Walter Hirche of the Free Democratic 
Party of Germany has emphasized that the planned 
production of 800,000 tonnes per year in a modern mini 
steel works even today constitutes a reduction of 
capacity in Eisenhuettenstadt to one-third since the two 
Germanies united. 


Decline in Domestic Steel Orders Reported 


LD1905 133393 Hamburg DPA in German 1207 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Duesseldorf (DPA}—The Steel Federation in 
Duesseldorf reported today [19 May] that incoming 
orders for German steel companies fell by 545,000 
tonnes to 9.56 million tonnes in the first quarter of 1993, 
compared to the same period last year. A significant 
decline of 1.31 million tonnes was registered from within 
the country, with a slight drop of 109,000 tonnes in 
orders from other EC countries. However, third-country 
orders, particularly from China, increased by 879,000 
tonnes. 


At 8.59 million tonnes, deliveries in the first three 
months of this year were 691,000 tonnes below the figure 
for the same period last year. Deliveries within the 
country fell sharply by 984,000 tonnes. Supplies to third 
countries, on the other hand, increased by 625,000 
tonnes. 
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Bundesbank Leaves Key Rates Unchanged 


LD1905112793 Hamburg DPA in German 1101 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Frankfurt/Main (DPA)—The Central Council of 
the German Bundesbank left key interest rates 
unchanged following its meeting today [19 May]. The 
discount rate remains at 7.25 percent and the Lombard 
rate stays at 8.50 percent. 


Kohl Announces Savings in 1994 Budget 


LD1905112593 Berlin DDP in German 1248 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Berlin (DDP)—Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
announced to his ministers at a cabinet meeting today 
[19 May] that there is to be a marked savings drive. 
According to government spokesman Dieter Vogel, Kohl 
stressed that the ministers will have to expect “substan- 
tial savings” in their departments in the 1994 federal 
budget. Details will be discussed over the next four or 
five weeks. 


Transport Minister Formally Relieved 


LD1905130593 Berlin ADN in German 1151 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)—Today [19 May] Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl relieved Transport Minister Guenther 
Krause, who had resigned due to his involvement in 
numerous scandals, from his position in the cabinet. 
Kohli thanked Krause again for his work, government 
spokesman Dieter Vogel told the press in Bonn. 


At the same time, the chancellor wished new Transport 
Minister Matthias Wissmann luck and success. Kohl 
advised new Research Minister Paul Krueger not to be 
put off by skeptical press reports. Krueger could count 
on “concrete and personal” support from the chancellor. 
Two weeks ago Koh! had unexpectedly nominated the 
CDU Bundestag deputy from Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania as a successor to Wissmann as research 
munister. 


Stoiber Chosen for Top Bavarian Post 


LD2005 114893 Hamburg DPA in German 1112 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Text] Munich (DPA)}—The CSU [Christian Social 
Union] has apparently reached an agreement in the 
power struggle over the successor to Max Streibl. DPA 
learned from reliable sources today [20 May] that 
Bavarian Interior Minister Edmund Stoiber 1s to become 
the new head of the government in Munich. His adver- 
sary, Theo Waigel, is to remain finance minster in Bonn, 
and in a countermove Waigel’s position as CSU leader is 
to be strengthened considerably. Leading CSU members 
agreed on this at a five-hour secret meeting on 
Wednesday in Stockdorf near Munich. The new ‘person- 
nel package’ is to be proposed to the party and Bundestag 
group leaders this Friday. 
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Simonis Elected to Top Schleswig-Holstein Post 


LD1905 140793 Berlin DDP in German 1338 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Kiel (DDP}—This afternoon [19 May], the par- 
lament in Kiel elected regional Finance Minister Heide 
Simonis as the new minister president of Schleswig- 
Holstein. At a special session of the Kiel parliament, 46 
deputies voted for Simonis, 4! deputies voted against, 
and | abstained. One deputy was absent without an 
excuse. 


The election of Simonis, a 49-year-old economist, means 
that a woman is heading a state government for the first 
time in the history of the Federal Republic. Simonis 
succeeds Bjoern Engholm, who resigned as minister 
president on 3 May. 


Grass Roots To Vote on New SPD Chairman 


AU 1905115293 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
19-20 May 93 p 1 


[“Welt-Nachrichtendienst”™ report: “Grassroots To Vote 
on SPD Chairman”) 


[Text] Bonn—The successor of Bjoern Engholm, who 
resigned as chairman of the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD], is to be elected at a special party 
congress in Essen on 25 June. This was decided yes- 
terday [18 May] by the SPD Executive Committee 
immediately after a meeting of the Party Council, the 
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highest body for deliberations between the party con- 
gresses. The Party Council approved with a great 
majority the method for electing the chairman, which 
had been suggested by the Executive Committee. 


Before the special party congress, the roughly 900,000 
party members are to nominate their favorites on a “Day 
of SPD Local Associations” on !3 June. This is to take 
place in a secret ballot. If a party member is unable to 
give his vote personally, he can also send a letter. 


Acting SPD Ch». an Johannes Rau announced that the 
Executive Comn,_.i¢e will present to the delegates to the 
special congress a proposal for the election, which will be 
based on the vote of the party's grass roots. 


Only Minister Presidents Rudolf Scharping and Gerhard 
Schroeder, as well as Presidium Member Heidemarie 
Wieczorek-Zeul, are running for Engholm’s successor as 
party chairman. Saarland Minister President Oskar 
Lafontaine does not run for the chairmanship, but he has 
expressed his interest in becoming a candidate for the 
chancellor's office. 


Yesterday the three candidates made it clear how they 
envisage the link between the party chairmanship and 
the candidacy for the chancellor's office. Schroeder 
stressed that he is available only for both jobs together. 
Scharping said that, as the new SPD chief, he wants to 
have “the first word” in nominating the candidate for 
the chancellor's office. Mrs. Wieczorek-Zeul 1s striving 
only for the party chair. The method and the date for 
selecting the top candidate for the 1994 Bundestag 
elections are to be set down at the special congress in the 
Gruga Hall in Essen. 
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Implications of Danish ‘Yes’ Vote Previewed 
PM1905172993 Paris LE MONDE in French 
19 May 93 p6 


{Artice by Claire Trean: “A Danish “Yes’ Will Not 
Perform a Miracle in the Community™]} 


[Text] On Tuesday 18 May, nearly 4 million Danes were 
called on to put their view again on the Maastricht 
treaty, this time accompanied by special dispensations 
for their country. The last polls gave a comfortable lead 
for the “yes” vote—58 percent. 


One year after the Danish initiated, on 2 June 1992, a series 
of reversals for an EC Europe and a movement of disaffec- 
tion which seems to have been aggravated since then, the 
issue of Tuesday's poll once again goes far further. 


It is, first of all, a case of the fate of the treaty which 
founds the European “Union,” which was patiently 
negotiated and then laboriously ratified, so far by 10 of 
the member countries. The French prime minister said 
clearly on Monday [17 May] that a second offense by the 
Danish would make it “difficult” to apply this treaty 
which was only just approved by the French last Sep- 
tember. The British prime minister was even clearer, 
Stating that a Danish “no” would interrupt the process of 
ratification by the House of Commons while his foreign 
secretary for his part indicated that a new “arrange- 
ment” would have to be sought with 12 members. 


The Europeans have no more than last time developed a 
strategy for facing such a hypothesis which, it is true, is far 
less likely today than in 1992, either with regard to Den- 
mark's fate or with regard to the treaty which, from the 
strictly legal viewpoint would be rendered null and void 
since its entry inte force is linked to ratification by the 12 
signatures. Would an attempt be made to ratify it with 10 
signatures, given a makeshift legal solution, as was asserted 
in December at the Edinburgh summit? To do that these 10 
countries—or even fewer than |10—would have to display a 
powerful determination which today can scarcely be dis- 
cerned except in the German leaders. Whatever the new 
French government's European convictions, would it be 
able to defend the content of the treaty given the makeup of 
its parliamentary majority and the skepticism which has 
become establishment regarding the feasibility and schedule 
of Maastricht, particularly as regards monetary union? As 
Mr Balladur was saying on Monday “doubt” is currently 
gnawing at the community project and Europe does not 
seem capable of digesting without damage a new disappoint- 
ment from Copenhagen. 


Mr Delors’ New Silence 


Would the Danes’ expected “yes” thus put an end to the 
community's inertia over the past year? It would obviously 
do away with one initial inhibition. But there would still be 
a second one: Britain's ratification, which would not be 
guaranteed for all that. Although two out of three British 
parliamentarians are in favor of the Maastricht treaty, the 
Labor Party members have not yet abandoned the idea that 
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they could bring down the prime minister over the affair. 
John Major will not take that risk, and the controlled skid he 
has had to practice over the past months over this threatens 
to last until the fall. 


Above all, if the community is as paralyzed as that, if 
{European Commission President] Jacques Delors has 
been observing a remarkable silence for months, it is not 
only to avoid frightening the Danes. All the arguments 
about collective prosperity which activated European 
enthusiasm a few years ago fell apart with the recession. 
Unemployment among young people and the zero 
growth rate are depriving the community of its credi- 
bility far more surely than the Danes’ state of mind. In 
the same way as its impotence in the face of the Bosnian 
crisis is losing it credibility in the eyes of the rest of the 
world. The only remedies for these ills can for the time 
being only be pragmatic and patient ones. 


Finally it should be added that, even if the Danes do 
come round, the community project will not emerge 
entirely unscathed. The concessions made to the Danes 
and those also given to London de facto cause the bloc of 
the Twelve to fall apart. Henceforth two concepts offi- 
cially exist within it. Whatever one says, on the eve of 
measures to expand the community it is a precedent. But 
perhaps that, too, is pragmatism. 


Mirage Sale to Taiwan To Proceed 


AU1905153593 Paris AFP in English 1517 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Paris, May 19 (AFP)}—The new French govern- 
ment pledged Wednesday [19 May] to honour “commit- 
ments” made to Taiwan by its predecessor, implicitly 
confirming it would go ahead with the sale of 60 Mirage 
2000-5 fighter jets to Beijing's rival. 


A foreign ministry spokeswoman added that the seven- 
week-old center-right administration of Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur also hoped to maintain and strengthen 
its relations with China. 


The confirmation followed heavy lobbying from Beijing, 
which called on the new government as soon as it took 
office in March to ditch the 39 billion franc (5.8 billion 
dollar) contract, which envisages delivery of the planes 
by 1995, and to clarify its future stance towards China. 


But Chinese President Jiang Zemin adopted a more 
conciliatory tone Wednesday, publicly announcing for 
the first time a wish to normalise relations with France 
following the strain over the aircraft deal with Taiwan. 


The new French government earlier reviewed its policy 
towards both Beijing and Taipei with input from three 
ministries, but informed sources indicated at the time 
that the Mirage contract would not be put on the line. 


It is understood that Balladur was determined to have 
the final say in the review. 
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But as under the previous socialist administration, the 
cabinet remains divided, sources say, with the defence 
ministry encouraging more arms sales to Taipei and the 
foreign ministry favouring Beijing, where French firms 
complain they have lost business because of the Taiwan 
contract. 


Foreign ministry spokeswoman Catherine Colonna 
called the Taiwan-China issue “complex” but would not 
comment on whether France might sell more weapons to 
Taiwan in the future. 


The two countries signed the Mirage contract last 
November, with France also agreeing to supply unarmed 
frigates worth an additional | 4 billion francs (2.5 billion 
dollars). 


Under the contract, France is to help Taiwan train its 
pilots to fly the planes. 


U.S. Charge of ‘Economic Sspionage’ Reported 
93P20166A Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 7 May 93 p 6 


[Article by Washington correspondent Jean-Marie 
Macabrey: “Washington Fears French Financial Spies} 


[Text] The famous document on French economic espio- 
nage includes a financial and trade chapter. The private 


sector as well as the public would be targeted by “spies” 


coming from France. 


According to the United States, the vast economic intel- 
ligence campaign that France reportedly is directing 
toward it goes beyond defense and aerospace companies: 
The French Government is being accused of having 
asked its intelligence services to spy against the SEC 
[Securities and Exchange Commission], the Federal 
Reserve, and some 20 U.S. banks. To this list add the 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), the 
Treasury, NASA, the Department of Agriculture, the 
Department of Commerce, the Worid Bank, and the 
International Monetary Fund [IMF]! 


A Virginia congressman, Frank Wolf, sent Congress a long 
list of companies and institutions cited as economic espio- 
nage targets in a memorandum whose authorship he attnb- 
uted to the French Government. The document, translated 
into English, gave degrees of priority to each company and 
institution, individually or collectively. True? Brain- 
washing? U.S. congressmen, obsessed over “unfair” prac- 
tices by U.S. partners, consider the document authentic. 
The French authorities respond that “nothing indicates that 
it came from the French Government.” Authentic or not, 
the document is not dated; it must be at least three months 
old since it mentions Carla Hills as the trade representative, 
and is probably older, since it cites among the banks to be 
surveilled Drexel Burnham Lambert, which declared bank- 
ruptcy in February 1990. 


FBIS-WEU-93-096 
20 May 1993 


A List of 22 Large U.S. Commercial Banks 


The “Finance” chapter of the memorandum published by 
Frank Wolf begins by listing 22 large U.S. commercial 
Chase Manhattan, Merrill Lynch, etc.—and the McKinsey 
consulting firm. First priority: infomation on bank strate- 
gies, merger and acquisition projects, joint ventures, direct 
investment in Europe; identity of financial and legal 
advisers; agreements with Japanese financial institutions. 
Still in the first priority category, the document cites the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, stressing the 
necessity to obtain information on its reforms. 


Second priority is the Federal Reserve and the Treasury. 
Information to be sought: monetary analysis, directives 
from Washington to its representatives to international 
meetings such as the G-7 [Group of Seven]: “They are 
useful, even after the meeting.” In the same category, 
one also finds the STR (U.S. position on the Uruguay 
Round, agriculture, subsidies, patents), the IMF and the 
World Bank (general policy). It is important to note that 
for a long time the U.S. intelligence services have also 
been tasked with helping the representatives of their 
country in international trade negotiations. “The help of 
the CIA has been very useful. It has enormous 
resources,” Michael Smith, the former assistant USTR 
and former U.S. ambassador to GATT, once confided to 
LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES. 


Balladur Interviewed on Current Issues 


PM 1805140093 Paris LE MONDE in French 
18 May 93 p 


{Interview with French Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur by Thierry Brehier, Jean-Marie Colombani, 
Thomas Ferenczi, and Michel Noblecourt; date, place 
not given] 


[Text] [LE MONDE] What are your thoughis on the 
children taken hostage at the Charcot school in Neuilly? 


[Balladur] We had two days of anxiety but I am relieved: 
the children were saved: the school officials, the forces of 
order, and the medical team behaved with admirable 
courage and coolness to which I respectfully pay tribute; 
the government acted with cohesion and efficiency; the 
whole of France was united. That is what is important: a 
nation which, faced with the danger threatening those 
children, showed its feelings and its solidarity. 


[LE MONDE] The National Assembly has just adopted 
a reform of the nationality code which at times goes 
further than the proposals of the Marceau Long commis- 
sion, especially in limiting dual nationality rights for 
children of parents born in Algeria before independence. 


{Balladur] That change was proposed to me and I accepted 
it because it seemed reasonable. It consists of drawing the 
conclusions from changes over 30 years. When Algeria 
gained independence, France rightly thought it was useful to 
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define special links with that country based on close coop- 
eration. But 30 years have passed since then and I do not 
think it was possible to allow the continuation of frauds such 
as young women coming to give birth in France on the basis 
of a 3-month tourist visit. Their children were born here and 
on that basis, because they were French, their parents could 
obtain a residence visa to come and settle in France with 
their entire family. The new provision is based on the idea 
that Algeria should henceforth be regarded like any other 
country on this point. Of course, this does not cast doubt on 
our desire to have close cooperation with it. That struck me 
as reasonable. 


{LE MONDE] Did you not try to give satisfaction to the 
more right-wing section of your majority at the nsk of 
having problems with the more centrist part? 


[Balladur] The fact is that France has infinitely less strict 
rules than many other European countries, not to men- 
tion the Maghreb countries. I do not think that we should 
have a guilt complex on this subject. We have a problem 
in Our country, you know it as well as I... Moreover, 
everybody knows that a large majority of French people 
think we should adapt our rules to a new situation 
characterized by the scale of population movements. 


[LE MONDE] Are you not afraid that the text, which 
was presented as a text aimed at integration, even by the 
justice minister, might finally look like a text aimed at 
exclusion? 


[Balladur} Integrating does not mean accepting every- 
body, just those who are determined to respect our rules 
and principles. Nobody can dispute that there are aber- 
rant situations which must be ended. 


{LE MONDE] Do you not also feel that the obligation 


placed on young people to apply for French nationality 
might be seen as a restriction? 


{Balladur] Why? Is this not what the Marceau Long 
commission demanded? We cannot be criticized both for 
abiding by it and for departing from it. 


[LE MONDE] Yes, but it is presented in a different 
spirit, both because of the government's amendments 
and because the Marceau Long system made provision 
for state incentives for those adolescents. 


[Balladur] There is no provision for discouraging them. I 
think that these are purely and simply commonsense 
rules. You cannot deny that there is very great anxiety in 
our society; we must try to respond to that anxiety in the 
most humane way, with as much respect as possible for 
people's rights, but in a way which also takes account of 
the population's aspirations. 


[LE MONDE] Do you not think that the solution will 
have the effect of discouraging young people of foreign 


origin? 
{Balladur] | do not think so. It is not very difficult to fill 


out a simple form. Nobody wants long and complex 
procedures. We have constantly stated, and the vast 
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majority of French people think like us, that i is 
impossible to become French by accident, without a 
clearly expressed desire. 


[LE MONDE] Most ! rench people become French unin- 
tentionally. The concept of the nation as a voluntary act 
will ultumately only apply to a small number of people. 


{Balladur] I do not have anything much to add. 


[LE MONDE] The more nght-wing part of the majority 
accuses you of not having gone far enough. I am thinking 
of the statements made by Mr. de Villiers and Mr. 
Gniotteray.... 


[Balladur] So why did you accuse me a moment ago of 
having given in to that very part of the majority? You 
can never please everybody. It is a risk which | take 
without hesitation and without fear. I do not intend to 
allow myself to be dragged into something I do not want 
to do, be it in foreign policy, economic policy, social 
policy, or just policy. | am trying to show some conti- 
nuity in my action and my statements. I said at the end 
of January on the “Seven out of Seven” program, that 
the future government should be a government of the 
Fifth Republic and not a committee receiving orders 
from the parties. I explained things clearly in advance. 
Nobody was under any illusion. 


[LE MONDE] The cabinet will examine the plans put 
forward by Mr. Pasqua on preventive identity checks 
and residence conditions for foreigners. Some people are 
worried by the repressive tone of these texts. Mrs. Veil 
herself seems to disagree with Mr. Pasqua. 


{Balladur] I do not think so. The starting positions were 
not the same in every respect, but I ruled in favor of 
solutions which struck me as wise and reasonable, and 
which everybody accepted. 


{LE MONDE] Do you think that your ruling found a 
happy medium between security requirements and 
respect for freedoms? 


[Balladur] I think so, at least | am trying to achieve that. 
That is my state of mind. It is true that, on one side, there is 
a very strong call for greater security stemming from the 
anxiety of a large section of the population. The opinion 
polls show that, even more strongly than everybody thought. 
On the other hand, it is very true that we must take care not 
to trample on the fundamenta! principles on which our 
society 1s built. This is the balance which I am tr ag to 
achieve and the whole government with me. | may be 
mistaken on certain points, | do not claim that the govern- 
ment’s action is perfect in every respect. We must try to 
maintain a balanced line. That is our aim. Will we succeed” 
I am convinced we will. When we have finally had these 
laws adopted, an overall judgment can be made on them. I 
will ensure that they are scrupulously implemented, «ith 


respect for other people. 


[LE MONDE] One of the subjects which divide the 
majority 1s your proposed reform of the electoral system 
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for the European elections which the Union for French 
Democracy [UDF] 1s rejecting. Are you prepared to 
abandon wt” 


{Balladur] I would be less categorical about what vanous 
people accept or reject. It is much more complicated 
than that. The existing electoral system is not a very good 
system. Everybody admuts that. It seems to me thal we 
shivald make an effort to bing the European deputies 
closer to the voters. That presents several problems. The 
first problem is how to define the constituencies in the 
framework of a regional election. Of course, we could 
take the existing regions as a basis, but they are so 
unequal in population that that would make propor- 
tional representation impossible in some of them. hence 
the accusation leveled at us of wishing to deprive minor- 
ities which are not already represented in the parliament 
of representation. So, should the regions be regrouped” 
That is not easy. Should we have 6, 8, 10. or 12 big 
regions each with around 10, 7, 6, or 5 million inhabit- 
ants to allow proportional representation to work? How 
could we avoid controversy over that regrouping” 


I would also like to point out—and this is an additional 
complication—that the number of French deputies in 
the European Parliament is due to increase from 81 to 87 
under the terms of the Edinburgh compromise. Will this 
compromise be ratified by all the states before the 
European election? If it is, a change in the new law will 
be necessary. It 1s also true that it 1s difficult to set up a 
new system around a year before the election. Some 
people think that another possible solution would be to 
introduce a reform which would be applicable, not in 
spring 1994 but at the following election in 1999' That 
wouid defuse the debate and would enable us to calmly 
examine the possible solutions, their advantages and 
disadvantages. That must be discussed. 


Finally, it 1s said that this would raise a constitutional 
problem, and I have asked for that to be studied. In my 
view there is no question of launching into such a 
venture if there is a constitutional risk. Whatever hap- 
pens, it must be very clear to all, and I have asked the 
ministers to ensure this, that if the national election 
system were to be maintained and if there were to be 
several lists representing the majority. the government 
would keep out of the campaign. The French want us to 
be united and coherent, they do not want pointless 
divisions. | have no desire for the government's work to 
be disturbed, less than a year before the presidential 
election, by an election which, intentionally or uninten- 
tionally, would look like a presidential primary. 11 1s 
desirable to protect the government's action from the 
presidential competition for as long as possible. 


[LE MONDE] Some of your fnends think that you 
would be in the best position to head a single list. Do you 
rule out that hypothesis’ 


[Balladur] | think that would turn that election into a kind of 
vote of confidence in the government and that would change 
the nature of the situation. But the parties will make their 
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decision and will put forward their candidates. If they draw 
up a single list. | will welcome 11. If they draw up two, | will 
not be pleased. The government will suppor a single list. It 
will not support nval lists. It us very simple. The rules of the 
game are defined in advance. 


{LE MONDE] There ts sometimes a feeling. especially 
on economic issues, that Mr. Giscard 4’ Estaing is a very 
vigilant guardian of the Umon for France [UPF] plan 
and that he could be prompted to express his disagree- 
ments on some decisions which are or are not made. I am 
thinking on the one hand of the complete silence in your 
general policy statement on tax reform, and 2:so of the 
disagreement on the increase in fiscal revenue which Mr. 
Giscard d’Estaing and several others had strongly 
rejected before the elections. 


[Balladur] The charter of relations between the government 
and the parliamentary majornty is also the general policy 
Silatement which was unanimously approved by the new 
majority. I think everybody gave approval to the recovery 
plan which I presented. Finally, | do not see how the public 
accounts can be balanced in a penod of zero growth without 
the use of mayor savings and new contributions. You know, 
it 18 a more difficult choice for me than for others because it 
runs counter to my fundamental conviction that France has 
excessively high contnbutions and that they should be 
reduced. I would remind you that that 1s what I did between 
1986 and 1988 


| would have preferred to have come to power in 1988 with 
4 percent growth and almost $0 billion francs [Fr] in fiscal 
surplus discovered in the second half of the year. That 1s not 
the situation, and we must act accordingly. Given that we 
have decided to govern, our only aim must be to improve 
the situation. That 1s what the French people expect from 
us. and that 1s why they elected us. It seemed to me that 
allowing the deficits to grow even further was a mortal 
danger for our economy, for our credibility, for our interest 
rates, and for our social stability. This 1s the choice which we 
made, whatever the cost. | am convinced that 1 will restore 
confidence in France and abroad. Indeed, we have not 
lamited ourselves to introducing new contributions, we have 
reduced public spending, we have set up a plan to support 
economic activity, investment, and employment which 
should enable our country to start moving forward again. 


[LE MONDE] Was that the “hierarchy of evils,” 
described by Mr. Alphandery” 


{Balladur) | would say a hierarchy of the necessary. 


[LE MONDE] Do you not regard the UPF program as 
your charter’ 


[Balladur} Yes, of course. But the real situation is 
emerging before our eyes. That 1s what dictates our 
action 


{LE MONDE] There are a number of things which your 
general policy statement does not take from the UPF 
platform” 
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{Balladur} The general policy statement refers at times to 
a period of 2 years and at others to a period of 5 years. I 
said that it would take 5 years to bring about a recovery, 
but I did not present all the measures to be taken during 
that 5-year period. I placed more emphasis on the 
immediate recovery measures. Moreover, there are plans 
in what I propose which were not in the UPF platform: 
the 5-year law on balancing public accounts, the 5-year 
law on employnicnt, or the one on social security. 


You have to be able to adapt. Everybody suspected that the 
situation was not good, but nobody was aware of the scope 
of the budget problem and the social secunty budget 
problem, or the scale of the drop in revenue, the reality of 
Stagnation. Nobody knew that we were going to end up with 
a fall in prcduction in 1993. Drawing up a recovery plan 
with zero growth or growth or 2 or 3 percent is not the same 
thing. We could not allow the public deficits to grow. If we 
add up 24 the public deficits, those of the state, those of 
socia! security, those of local councils, those of state enter- 
prises, they would have totaled 5.8 percent of GDP. We had 
to reverse the trend. 


We also had to take the mecessary measures to guarantee 
the franc’s stability. It is thanks to this avowed desire for 
stability that interest rates have fallen more rapidly and 
further than anybody expected. When you assess the 
recovery plan, you must never forget the scale of aid to 
the economy resulting from the 25 percent fall in short- 
term interest rates. The announcement of this recovery 
plan, of the 5-year law on reducing deficits and of the law 
on the Bank of France has helped greatly in giving us 
credibility abroad—Mr. Delors confirmed that to me. I 
have opted for the fail in rates, and I am convinced that 
the future will show that it was the right choice. 


[LE MONDE] The general tone of the comments after 
the publication of that plan was that the hope of recovery 
was not satisified. 


[Balladur}] With regard to recovery, I will remind you of 
what is in the plan: measures to help housing, the 
construction industry, public works and the environ- 
ment; the elimination of the one-month lag in reimburse- 
ment of VAT [Value Added Tax]; a reduction in the 
deductions from the lowest incomes, and especially the 
reduction in interest rates, which was not in the plan but 
which stems from our action. I think that all this will 
have good effects by the end of the year. At all events, I 
am convinced that we should not increase the public 
deficit, which was done by the previous government and 
which did not have good effects on growth, or artificially 
revive consumption. Remember 1981.... 


[LE MONDE] The problem is that even before you 
presented your recovery plan, the economy was in reces- 
sion. With the large sums being deducted from incomes, 
is there not a risk of further aggravating the downturn in 
demand and economic activity? 


{Balladur] Do not forget that there are Fri ,100 billion in 
savings by households in the treasury'’s variable-capital 
investment companies. With the fall in interest rates, 


those savings become less profitable. It 1s therefore 
perfectly possible to envisage either a transfer to invest- 
ment—this is the idea of encouraging the transfer to 
share savings plans—or to consumption. The whole 
question is whether, while there 1s a fear of unemploy- 
ment, precautionary saving, which is considerable in our 
country at the present time, will be transferred to con- 
sumztion or not as confidence returns. We have done all 
we Can to create confidence which stems from financial 
stability, from giving the enterprises the opportunity to 
work in better conditions, and from the judgment of our 
foreign partners who note our efforts to eliminate our 
deficits, and especially the social security deficiu— 
deficits whose continuation would have a devastating 
impact. That is the purpose of all our efforts. 


[LE MONDE] What impact can we expect this to have 
on the level of unemployment” 


[Balladur] The short-term prospects are not good. You will 
acknowledge that I said that during the election campaign. 
What we can and should do 1s try to stop the increase 
between now and the end of the year, and then try io reverse 
the trend. Studies are now showing that our country could 
have growth of around 1.5 percent in 1994. We wil! closely 
observe the development of the forecasts because the 
drafting of the 1994 budget depends on it. As this will be the 
first budget in which we will implement the 5-year plan for 
reducing the deficits, we must be able to establish i on the 
basis of a forecast which has a minimum of reliability. I 
repeat that my conviction is that the financial recovery, the 
reduction in financial burdens. the plan to support eco- 
nomic activity, investment, and employment are likely to 
restore confidence. 


[LE MONDE] Was it not possible to ask the enterprise 
chiefs to make a number of commitments in exchange 
for the reduction of costs in the framework of this pact 
for employment envisaged in the UPF plan’ 


[Balladur] I met with the National Council for French 
Employers and that is what | asked it to do. However, it 
is true that reducing the costs of enterprises in order to 
prevent them from going into liquidation and to enable 
them to borrow on better terms is not enough. They will 
only invest and recruit if they have 4 market on which to 
sell their products. That being the case, | repeat that in 
such a difficult situation, everybody must play his part 
and make efforts. The trade unions must accept the vital 
reforms, the enterprises must be convinced that redun- 
dancy is merely the last resort after all other solutions 
have been explored. The aim is to establish in the 
professions and in enterprises real contracts for recovery 
and progress to fight for employment. 


[LE MONDE} Will you go further than this appeal to 
enterprises. 


[PR. lladur] Of course. The timetable for our action has 
been established. There is the mini-budgct, there will be 
the 5-year law on reducing the deficit which we will draw 
up this week. There will then be a law on social security 
which will make provision for a fund based on the 
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General Social Contribution [CSG] which will be 
devoted to solidarity spending related to the retirement 
pension scheme. This law could also make provision— 
this is currently under discussion—for index-linking 
retirement pensions to pmces rather than wages, in 
accordanc with a practice instituted for several years 
now, and this would be done for a period of between 2 
and 5 years, which has yet to be discussed. 

Second, after consultation with the trade union organiza- 
trons, a decree could make it possible to calculate the 
retirement pension on the basis of the best 25 years’ 
earnings and the very gradual lengthening of the contnbu- 
tions penod to 40 years. I also think it would be necessary to 
assess the effects of this reform in 2 or 3 years and to assess 
the changes it would require. The normal allowance must be 
made for negotiations. Some organizations would like pro- 
visions on the equal management of the retirement pension 
scheme to be added to the law which will be adopted in the 
spring but I am afraid that we will not be ready for that. 
They will more probably be included in the 5-year law on 
social security which will be discussed in the fall. A izw on 
health insurance should also be adopted before the summer. 
Mrs. Veil will discuss it with the trade union organizations 
and propose measures making it possible to reduce spending 
by Fr30 billion for the period up to the end of 1994. 


Finally, Mr. Giraud will present a law on employment 
which will make provision for reducing family centribu- 
tions on low wages and also a very vigorous effort on 
apprenticeship—an effort which I proposed 2 years ago 
and which will be resubmitted. Once these laws have 
been adopted—by the summer—we will submit a 5-year 
law on employment to parliament in the fall and a 5-year 
law on social security. Thus, by the end of the year, all 
the reforms relating to public and social spending will 
enable us to place the recovery on lasting bases and look 
to the future with confidence. 


{LE MONDE] Do you think you will obtain from the 
medical profession what it was able to avoid under the 
previous government thanks to the parties then in opposi- 
tion? 


[Balladur] I hope so, thinking has changed. Everybody 
knows that things cannot continue like this. The govern- 
ment does not want to draw up the umpteenth recovery 
plan based on an increase in contributions. Saving social 
security on a lasting basis presupposes far-reaching 
reforms, the necessity of which is recognized by ail. | 
hope that our country will be in a better position in 2 
years’ time than it is now; that will give legitimacy to our 
presence in government, and to our action. 


[LE MONDE] How far do you intend to go in equal 
partnership? You spoke of giving new responsibilities to 
the two sides of industry. 


[Balladur] T:.zy are probably ready for that as regards 
retirement pensions, especially because they have suc- 
cessfully administered systems like the General Associ- 
ation of Supplementary Pension Institutions and the 
Association of Supplementary Pension Schemes. With 
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regard to health insurance, it is more difficult; they are 
not really asking for equal partnership. They want the 
State to establish the principles of the health policy and 
for trade unions, enterprises, and health professions to 
administer the funds in order to implement it. | think 
that there is a fairly strong trend toward equal partner- 
ship for retirement pensions with broad decentralization 
of decisionmaking At this stage, we could envisage 
leaving it up to the two sides of industry to choose the 
bases for calculating pensions on the basis of the best 
years or the number of quarters during which contribu- 
tions are paid provided they are subject, in their action, 
to the obligation to balance the books without constantly 
resorting to increasing contmbutions. 


[LE MONDE] Would some social partners not want the 
State to make decisions before? 


[Balladur] Some would prefer the state to make them 
before and others would prefer to make them them- 
selves. If we manage to implement these changes it will 
be a case of a real and large-scale reform, one of the most 
profound in our sovial protection system for a very long 
time. It is in danger, it 1s absolutely essential to save it 
from collapse. | would not like us to restrict ourselves 
purely and simply to making good the deficits by finding 
new formulas but in association with all social partners, 
who are well aware of the difficulties, I should like us to 
set up a system which 1s just as protective and just as fair 
but financially less fragile. 


I know that is dangerous, particularly in a pre-election 
period. But on the other hand, can we msk finding 
ourselves in two years’ time in an even more critical 
situation than today? And without having done any- 
thing? The legitimacy of our activity lies in improving 
our country’s position and not in leaving it to degenerate 
even more for lack of courage or for the sake of an 
obsession with political scheming. 


[LE MONDE] Is your pension plan the retention of 
social gains or are you going to reopen the matter” 


{Balladur] It is the retention of the social gains which 
mean the right to a certain and guaranteed pension. We 
have a choice between the reform and the collapse of the 
present system. What is the choice of those social part- 
ners who assert than nothing should change, that it 1s 
enough to increase the CSG by one or two points every 
three years? No one is saying, because it would be totally 
irresponsible. Everyone knows that in the next few years 
we must reach decisions which take into account the 
increase in longevity and the care which has to be given 
to dependent elderly people. We must prepare that 
future by defining new structures which would enable 
each person to take on their responsibilities, while 
retaining the principles of social protection, which must 
be safeguarded. 


[LE MONDE] Will that not in fact result in retirement at 
the age of 60 being questioned again” 
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[Balladur] Not for most people. Today a large section of 
the population began work before they were 20. If the 
living stzndard of the population and the educational 
standard improve, if everyone one day starts work at the 
age of 23 or 24, there would certainly be a probiem. 
Today the majority of members of the national insur- 
ance scheme are not affected. Those who are 60 years old 
now often started work before they were 20, so they have 
40 years or more of contributions. 


[LE MONDE] What was your opinion of the reaction 
from the left? 


{Balladur}] To hear them one would have thought really 
that they had been out of office for seven years, not seven 
weeks. What specific proposals do they have for dealing 
with the urgency of the situation? I have heard nothing. 


{LE MONDE] Have you not abandoned the idea of 
family allowances’ budget provision being put at the 
service of pensions? 


[Balladur] Of course not. Two years ago | suggested 
reducing the expenses incurred by businesses in order to 
promote an imecrease in direct salaries and, through tax 
incentives, to develop supplementary pensions. But 
today, taking into account the employment situation, 
how can one say to businesses that they must increase 
salanes further? The priority is that, with the reduction 
of their expenses, they should avoid getting nd of jobs, 
that they should create jobs and develop apprenticeship 
to cope with unemployment. When we have growth 
again and emerge from this situation, we will of course 
have to gear ourselves toward what | wanted. 


{LE MONDE] After the devaluation of the peseta and 
the escudo, have you any fears for the future of the 


European Monetary System [EMS]? 


[Balladur] The EMS has been experiencing difficulties 
since September. The currencies of two of the five big 
European countries are outside the EMS. Spain has had 
to readjust its currency’s parity on three occasions— 
including last week's operation. | asked what damage 
could be inflicted on our trade by a devaluation of the 
peseta. It seems, according to the studies made by the 
Bank of France, that the Spanish economy has a com 
petitiveness lag of about 10 percent, that is our busi- 
nesses are still safe from Spanish competition. 


I do not see why we should use the recent difficulties as 
a pretext for harming what is left of the EMS. | am 
convinced it should be maintained. I am not in favor of 
floating all European currencies. | do not see any advan- 
tage in us withdrawing from it, especially as regards 
European economic unity. My position on thai score has 
not changed. Another thing: Over six weeks, | repeat, 
short-term interest rates have dropped 25 percent. They 
have dropped because the new ment has asserted 
its commitment to the stability of the franc. Which 1s 
what made the reduction in interest rates possible. 
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{LE MONDE] Does that call into question the goals of 
the Maastrcht treaty and the single currency” Ur at least 
the umetable” 


[Balladur] Everyone knows that the umetabie 1s looking 
disuunctly dog-cared. The five-year plan for the recovery 
of public finances which we are proposing extends until 
1997. the next stage in cconomic and monctary umon, 
but solely so far as the state's finances are concerned. In 
order to enter upon Europes. union, all countries must 
restore balance in their pwbdlic finances, which applies 
not only to the state but also to social bodies and local 
communities. However. if we succeed in implementing 
what we have decided upon in the recovery plan. France 
will be un a better situation that is partners 


I would like to rebut the critics who accuse us of pursuing 
a narrowly monetary policy. Uniess we are caretul, our 
country will be gradually stifled by the debt burden. This 
is one of the reasons why we wanted this financial 
recovery. The 1994 budget will already contain at least 
Fr2$ bdillkon for interest payments on the debt stemming 
from the 1993 deficut alone. This debt trap 1s deadly It 1s 
a further reason for wanting recovery, because if we do 
nothing. we lose absolutely all room for mancuver. The 
public finance poiicy that underlies our actions 15 to give 
scope once again for management of the economy 


For six weeks now things have been gorng well om the 
monctary sphere. The Bank of France has rebuilt its 
reserves. Now our interest rates are practically at the level of 
German rates while our economy 15 in better shape than the 
German economy. If we keep on course, if our recovery plan 
succeeds, which | believe st wall, and if we continuc to assert 
our commitment to monctary stability. we have every 
reason to see rates come down still further 


(LE MONDE] Is Franco-German monetary cooperation 
as exemplary as you had hoped before arriving on the 
Hotel Matignon [prime minister's office)’ 


[Balladur] So far things have gone well. The Bundesbank 
lowered its interest rates on the day of my visit to 
Chancellor Kohl in Bonn—it certainly did not do so to 
be nice to me, but | was pleased with the councidence 
The reform of the Bank of France will certainly strengthen 
the confidence of our partners throughout the world 


[LE MONDE] What do you capect from the motiative 
you have just launched on GATT” 


[Balladur} it was desirable for France to regain the 
initiative and for us to become mobile once again. First, 
we had to stop treating agriculture as the only rssue at 
stake in the GATT negotiations. That was a disservice to 
farmers and a disservice to our country. Second, we had 
to abandon overly general and theoretical language 
Whenever there 1s a fight over words, no agreement is 
reached. So | wanted the subjects—15 in ali—on which 
we have precise demands and which moreover very often 
affect the interests of other countnes too to be clarified. 
The Airbus or telecommunications are of interest to the 
Germans just as much as they are to us. What 1s at stake 
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in the GATT negotiations 1s the future of the economy of 
all the European countnes in all its industrial, egncul- 
tural, financial, and commercial aspects. 


The memorandum 1s not aggressively worded, but it 1s 
very clear in its content. After discussing it with the 
president of the republic, I sent a to the heads of 
government of the Community countnes, | hope 1 will 
be food for thought for them and one of the main topics 
of the next European discussions. 


{LE MONDE] Isn't France too isolated” 


[Balladur] All the European countries are beginning to 
realize the artificial side of this commercial freedom. 
which ts presented as universal. Our economies are the 
most open, the least protected, and the most subject to 
unregulated and often irregular competition. | am 
thinking particularly of the textile industry. Everyone 
knows that there are also great differences between 
political and social systems throughout the world, which 
find expression in great differences in competitiveness. 
We must take fair account of these differences so that the 
most open countnes, those with the most advanced 
social systems, are not unfairly penalized. 


1 would add that no one has yet demonstrated that a 
GATT agreement will actually produce $200 billion of 
extra growth. This is a gratuitous assertion. International 
trade 1s already quite largely free. We can only go further 
if this is accomplished in a fair manner. | am convinced 
that many countnes now realize this. Finally, we need 
all-embracing negotiations covering all subjects at once 
at the same time. There is nothing worse than compart- 
mentalized negotiations that are turned into successive 
trials of strength. We want a change of method. 


{LE MONDE] Germany has seemed a little irritated just 
lately. One German minister went a very long way in 
expressing his discontent... 


{Balladur] That was before the arrival of the new gov- 
ernment. I think that now our partners realize that our 
position is very firm. At any rate, I spoke of this to 
Chancellor Kohl and also to Mr. Major. 


[LE MONDE] Do you prefer a sort of European protec- 
tionism to worldwide liberalism, the doctrine that has 
reigned for 50 years” 


{Balladur] Not at all. When we presented the memo- 
randum to the press we were asked if we were advocates 
of “intelligent” protectionism. We are advocates of fair 
and balanced liberalism. What we have been offered 1s 
neither fair nor balanced. | would add that the stakes are 
high here so far as the building of Europe itself is 
concerned. Europe must not be open to every wind when 
others enjoy greater protection. The Community coun- 
tries must have a very strong feeling of solidarity and 
common interest. It is a question of the future of growth 
and employment in Europe, which is the only one of the 
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world’s major economic regions expenencing stagnation 
today. Who has the mght to demand that we make 
additional sacrifices” 


{LE MONDE] Can this balanced liberalism be instituted 
with countnes that have such different production con- 
ditions from our own” 


{Balladur] That is a very difficult question. When you 
learn that a European air company gets its data pro- 
cessing done in India, how can it be prevented from 
doing so” It 1s umpossible to put a brake on al! techno- 
logical evolution. It seems to me that the two great 
problems for the future are first the meaning of commer- 
cial and economic freedom in a world where the condi- 
tuuons of competition, life. and production are so dif- 
ferent, and second the durability of social protection 
which must be absolutely ensured at a time when the 
improvement in life expectancy and medical care 1s 
making the financial cost of this increasingly burden- 
some. These are the two fundamental problems for the 
future. They can be fully and senously tackled only at the 
international level. 


[LE MONDE] Isn't what you are now saying about 
GATT very similar to what the opposition was saying” 


[Balladur] I do not share your view, nor does the foreign 
press either. Everyone in industrial and commercial 
circles has understood that we were defending the global 
interests of our country and of European countries. 
Everyone approves of the fact that we are not using 
French farmers as though they were responsible for the 
stalemate at the negotiations. 


[LE MONDE] That is what the previous government 
said, evoking criticism from the opposition at that time. 


(Balladur] No, I don’t think so, and the content of our 
memorandum shows it clearly. 


[LE MONDE] Let's say that, as the elections 
approached, each side tried to outdo the other... 


{Balladur] At any rate our position proves that France's 
attitude deserved to be clarified and officially conveyed 
to Our partners. 


[LE MONDE] But you are no longer asking for renego- 
tiation of the reform of the CAP [Common Agricultural 
Policy]. 


[Balladur}] We have asked that i be corrected and 
completed. 1 indicated this to Mr. Delors, and Mr. 
Puech, the agriculture minister, has informed our part- 
ners of this. 


{LE MONDE] Is that going to be enough for Mr. Chirac? 


[Balladur] He did not want to single it out but on the 
contrary to better protect and defend it. which 1s our 
common objective. 


[LE MONDE] Will privatizations start in September” 
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{Balladur] | think we will manage to get the bill through 
before the summer. It will have some differences from 
that of 1986; in particular, it will broaden the powers of 
the privatization commission, which will have sole com- 
petence to choose the shareholders whose role will be to 
ensure the stability and protection of the enterprise. So | 
think they may indeed begin in September. 


[LE MONDE] Ulumately won't it be foreign investors 
who are most interested in the enterprises undergoing 
privatization? 


{Balladur] Why? There are plenty of savings in France, 
and I am sure that privatization will attract these funds: 
Thanks to this, we will protect French enterprises just as 
we did in 1986-1988. 


[LE MONDE] It ts possible to speak of barriers against 
foreign enterprises? 


{Balladur} | don’t know whether that 1s the might term. 
But our intention, | reiterate, is to ensure the French 
nature of these enterprises. I also remind you that of the 
30 enterprises we privatized a few years ago, only one 
came under attack, with the assistance of the government 
of the time. To no avail, however. None of these enter- 
prises has fallen under foreign contro!, despite the fears 
that were expressed. 


{LE MONDE] Have you not yet reached a decision on 
the enterprises to be privatized” There 1s talk of the BNP 
{National Bank of Paris}... 


[Balladur] It will be up to the Ministry of the Economy to 
submit proposals. Naturally, together we will chose those 
that are in the best position. 


[LE MONDE] What is your view of the fall on the stock 
market since your arrival in power? Has it lost in a month 
what it had gained over the previous three months’ 


{Balladur] Normally a cut in interest rates ought to have 
boosted the market. | think that this 1s the effect of the 
economic situation in the world and in France and of 
awareness of the current difficulties. | am convinced that 
our recovery plan will improve our economy's situation and 
that this will have an impact on the financial markets 


{LE MONDE] Do you now have an idea of the means 
whereby you are going to relaunch employee participa- 
tion in Management—a formula that 1s not greatly t> the 
liking of French employers” 


[Balladur] Yes. | don't want to use compulsory mecha- 
nisms. 


[LE MONDE] Just incentives? 


[Balladur] There 1s profit-sharing, on which you are aware 
that previous governments since 1988 introduced a ceiling 
in relation to what was envisaged in the 1986 ordinance. We 
will have to look again at that ceiling. There 1s also partic- 
ipation in capital, which will be developed in particular via 
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privatization. | still believe that the extension of participa- 
tion will impart greater balance, strength, and fairness to our 
economic and social system. The enterprises that succeed 
the best are those that do best at evoking the commitment of 
all who work for them. [his commitment can only result 
from participation in decisionmaking and in results. I have 


always thought that. 


{LE MONDE] A substantial part of your schedule seems 
to be devoted to international issues: Europe, of course, 
tha! is natural, but also Bosnia... 


{Balladur] Bosnia 1s not a simple problem. France 1s deeply 
shocked by the flagrant violations of human rights in a 
country on the borders of the European Community, it 
cannot remain indifferent to the stability of a country in the 
center of Europe. | entirely support the idea that France 
should, whenever it can, play a leading role in international 
affairs, especially regarding the implementation of UN 
decisions. That is one of the justifications for its role as 
permanent member of the Security Council. 


Let us take the situation as we found 11 less than two months 
ago. Today on the ground there 1s a de facto partition of 
Bosnia which docs not conform with the wishes of the 
international community. The whole problem 1s to force the 
belligerents to conform to its decisions. In this sphere the 
government has pursued a particularly firm policy by ong- 
mating the Security Council resolution on sanctions—very 
strong sanctions—and by proposing to our partners the 
establishment of safe arcas. Do we need to do more than 
have ground forces present on the ground, among which our 
are the largest forces, furthermore’ Do we need to do more 
than neutralize Bosnian airspace’ Do more than impose the 
blockade, which appears to be starting to bear fruit” 


{LE MONDE] Should the embargo on arms for Bosnia 
be lifted” Should there be air strikes’ 


{Balladur] | don't think so, because | think that that 
could entail still greater damage and because we have 
troops on the ground, who could be cxaposed to danger to 
no purpose. The protected zones we have proposed must 
be established. I want all the major countries to assume 
their responsibilities on the ground, with cach one 
ensuring the security of one or two protected zones, as we 
are doing ourselves. Before contemplating more extreme 
solutions, let us begin by doing this, which will be all the 
more effective because the entire international commu- 
nity will support it by its actions 


But Ict us look beyond the present situation. There 1s one 
essential lesson | derive from the Yugoslav aflair, Europe 
must never again allow such an unacceptable war to take 
place on its sou. That 1s why | have proposed a debate 
about our continent's security and stability, As 1 see at, it 
8 not a question of creating a new institution or 
inventing new principles. Whether it comes to borders or 
minority mghts, the essential points have already been 
made. My concern ts to find practical and realistic 
solutions to the problems of security and stability that 
are arising on our continent, and they are numerous. In 
other words, can we establish satisfactory guarantees for 
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the principles of freedom, respect for human dignity, and 
peace to which we are committed? This must be the 
imperative of the common foreign and security policy 
that the European union is going to have to define. 


That is why this plan for a conference only has any point 
in my view if it involves the Twelve. They can put their 
economic and political weight behind the plan; but they 
will not succeed on their own. Our U.S. and Canadian 
allies must be involved in it, just like Russia and all the 
central and Eastern European countries. Together, very 
pragmatically, we will be able to try to define the rules of 
the game for the Europe of tomorrow and to ensure that 
everyone respects them. So I hope that a French plan 
that is being elaborated and that will be discussed among 
all the state’s authorities can be submitted to our Com- 
munity partners between now and the summer. 


[LE MONDE] The Americans are accusing the Euro- 
peans not only of failing to do their duty but also of 
putting a brake on their wish to intervene... 


[Balladur}] Let the Americans begin by doing on the 
ground whai we are doing ourselves. Let them begin by 
ensuring the defense of a protected zone. They will 
certainly see that by acting in this way they will be 
putting all their considerabic weight behind peace, and 
things may then appear in a different light. 


[LE MONDE] Is it possible to speak always of shared 
decisionmaking by you and the president of the republic on 
issues relating to the shared sphere [of competence}— 
defense, European affairs, and major diplomatic choices? 


{Balladur] I don’t want to go into details. | remind you once 
again of my approach: ensuring that, in the difficult circum- 
stances in which we live, where there is so much to be done, 
our country’s internal situation and international position 
are not complicated and aggravated by dissension at the 
highest level of the state. I will not deviate from this line. 
There are matters of national interest that require close 
coordination among officials. | want to organize and ensure 
this. For as long as possible and for as long as it conforms 
with the basic convictions that I uphold in the name of the 
government, | will ensure that foreign policy and military 
policy are managed in a fashion that is consistent and solid 
in the eyes of people abroad. 


{LE MONDE] Is cohabitation, as you conceived it, 
operating as you would like so far? 


{Balladur] I think so. The government is fully under- 
taking its responsibilities, in line with the constitution. I 
can see no need to impart a pointlessly dramatic or 
impassioned turn to our public life. 


[LE MONDE] How do relations between the Hotel 
Matignon and [Paris] City Hall operate? 


[Balladur) Until a few weeks ago, the subject on every- 
one’s lips was: Is there going to be cohabitation, how 1s it 
going to go? Now it’s: How are Chirac and Balladur 
getting along? Each has his responsibilities and is dis- 
char. 1g them, in friendship and mutual respect. 
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[LE MONDE] So is the RPR [Rally for the Republic] 
chairman not intervening in the government's decisions? 


{Balladur] He is giving full backing to the government's 
actions, as he himself declared, and I am grateful to him 
for this. 


[LE MONDE] Declarations are one thing, reality is 
another. 


{Balladur] The reality is in line with the declarations. 


[LE MONDE] Who is going to represent France at the 
Tokyo summit of the industrialized countries? 


{Balladur] What matters to me is the decisions that are 
made, what matters is that they conform to what I think 
right for France. That is the most important thing, in my 
view, and the rest hinges on that. 


[LE MONDE] Have you already discussed with the 
president of the republic the particular matter of Tokyo 
and, more generally, France's representation at interna- 
tional summits? 


[Balladur] Yes, in general terms, on the evening he 
named me prime minister. We agreed that this should 
not be made a matter of doctrine, but decided case by 
case. My position on this matter is as follows: neither 
always absent, nor always present. 


Recession, Unemployment Increases Seen for 1993 
93ES0663B Paris LE MONDE in French 5 May 93 p 19 


[Text] In 1993, the French economy will go into a 
recession for the first time since ‘975, according to the 
government's working hypothesei. Based on these fig- 
ures, the government anticipates a decline in growth of 
0.4 percent for the commercial gross domestic product 
(GDP), which will automatically result in increased 
unemployment. 


This mediocre activity, which will result in a decline in 
fiscal revenue compared with fall predictions, will pre- 
vent the government from starting to correct the budget 
deficit, even if the latter half of the year does offer better 
growth prospects. 


Following a decline in the commercial GDP of 0.6 
percent for the last quarter of 1992, on Monday, 3 May, 
the Ministry of Economy informed the nation’s Auditing 
Commission technical group that it anticipaied a nega- 
tive first quarter for 1993. It thereby confirmed that the 
French economy went into a recession last fall from 
which it is not expected to recover before June. With the 
exception of household consumption, which will 
increase by |.1 percent, and a slight decline in the rate of 
saving (12.7 percent vs 12.8 percent), all other forces 
driving growth are expected to grind to a halt. 


Business investment will continue to decline (- 3.7 per- 
cent), as will total investments (- 1.4 percent). Exports 
will expand by only |.7 percent, while imports will climb 
2.7 percent. On the whole, France’s commercial balance 
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will be clearly positive (up 26 billion francs), but not 
enough to have a positive effect on growth. 


Under such conditions, the number of wage-paying jobs 
in nonagricultural commercial sectors should decline by 
1.1 percent, almost the same as in 1992 (- | percent). 
This drop should automatically mean more persons out 
of jobs. In mid April, Labor Minister Michel Giraud put 
that total at an additional 150,000 to 200,000 by the end 
of the year. 


The picture painted on Monday never heless offers a few 
rays of hope for the latter half of the year. Business demand 
is expected to stop shrinking during the second half of the 
year and the overall situation should be more favorable for 
exports, mainly due to lower short-term interest rates and a 
better climate. For the same reasons, households will report- 
edly consume more at the end of the year than they did at 
the beginning, thus spurring growth. 


Justice Minister Mehaignerie Interviewed 


PM0605 120193 Paris LE MONDE in French 
2-3 May 93 p 12 


{Interview with French Justice Minister Pierre Mehaign- 
erie by Anne Chemin and Edwy Plenel; date and place of 
interview not stated—first paragraph is introduction] 


[Text] Anxious to break with his predecessors’ political 
interventionism, the new justice minister goes beyond 
the commitment made by the prime minister that hence- 
forth the justice minister's directives will be written and 
put on file. He undertakes never to oppose the initiation 
of legal proceedings ““whether it is a case of a politician 
or an ordinary citizen.’ Mr Pierre Mehaignerie also 
approaches with “pragmatism” his main legislative 
tasks: constitutional revision, the nationality code, iden- 
tity checks, and the criminal law procedure code. 


{LE MONDE] Today you head a sector which in the past 
few years has had serious disagreements with politicians. 
How do you analyze this ‘crisis’ of the French legal system? 


{Mehaignerie] For me the crisis of the French legal 
system is that, first, the French have no faith in their 
legal system: That, alas, is what all the polls show. They 
would like it to be perfect, that is to say calm, close to 
hand, and understandable, yet the legal system is imper- 
fect. It is a reflection of society, not an ideal and 
sheltered world. We have the task of putting matters 
right. The French and their legal system must be recon- 
ciled. I shall engage in this with passion and strictness. 


Since I entered political life I have always sought to 
reconcile rather than to bring into conflict, to unite 
rather than to divide. I have fought injustices, I have 
struggled to stop people being humiliated and to give 
each person the consideration he needs. That is a good 
training for becoming justice minister and giving confi- 
dence back to those who administer justice and those 
who experience it. 
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As regards justice and politics the French have noted for 
several years that they do not get on together. They think 
that politicai power has been led to intervene with the 
judges to protect politicians. A small proportion have 
obviously behaved reprehensibly, which should have 
been condemned. Naturally, faced with the attitude of 
the political power, the judges tried to respond. There 
have also sometimes been excesses on their part. 1 would 
simply say that politicians should not be treated differ- 
ently from other citizens, and they must get used to it. 


[LE MONDE] You do not come from the legal world and 
so far you have not paid any special attention to legal 
matters. Do you regard that as a handicap or an asset? 


{Mehaignerie] It is an asset. | am coming with as fresh a view 
as possible and I am forming my own opinion. A politician 
does not need to be more of an expert than the experts: He 
must stand back to judge and decide and when he 1s a 
minister he must apply to his field his own political vision 
and orientation and those of the government based on the 
will of the electorate. It is also an asset in order to be tuned 
in to citizens and to respond to their expectations. 


{LE MONDE] The most immediate debate concerns the 
reform of legal procedure. To the great satisfaction of 
magistrates and examining judges the opposition to 
which you belonged promised during the election cam- 
paign to revise that text. Which points seem to you the 
most debatable and what are the gains you want to 
retain? 


[Mehaignerie] We must act very rapidly, with pragma- 
trsm. We must proceed very rapidly because right now 
the police are being hampered and the functioning of the 
legal system is seriously upset. All the information I have 
regarding this is very worrying, whether it is a question 
of the number of people placed in custody within the 
framework of police investigations or the conditions in 
which legal inquiries proceed. Thus compared with the 
same period last year there has been a 30-50 percent 
reduction, depending on the courts, in the number of 
cases of taking into custody for more than 20 hours. This 
Situation is intolerable and makes it necessary to intro- 
duce a new law very rapidly, at any rate during the 
present spring parliamentary session. 


But I also want this “reform of the reform” to be 
implemented in a spirit of pragmatism without any 
ideological preconception; that 1s why as soon as I 
arrived at the Place Vendome I asked an academic, local 
magistrates, a member of the bar, and a representative of 
the Ministry of the Interior to examine article by article 
the provisions of the 4 January 1993 law in order to sort 
them out. I intend to supplement this information with 
the consultation I have initiated with the professional 
organizations involved. 


It can be seen that it is a question of getting our penal 
institutions going again, be it at the stage of the police 
inquiry or the judicial stages of the procedure. Some 
provisions raise no difficulties and can be retained as 
they are: the abolition of court privilege [privilege de 
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juridiction], useful simplification measures. The same 
goes for administrative measures relating to the func- 
tioning of judicial services. Others represent progress 
even if their details need to be modified, such as the 
presence of a lawyer after a certain time in custody. 


On the other hand several provi: ions, because of their 
excessive formality, heavy-har.iedness of the proce- 
dures, or their unfeasibility—nere I am thinking in 
particular of the sending of a registered letter to people 
suspected of having committed a crime or offense— 
could compromise the smooth operation of inquiries and 
investigations and should be abolished or where possible 
adapted. Already I believe that some mechanisms have 
failed: That is the case of the present provisions gov- 
ering provisional detention and the procedure for 
investigation [regime de la mise en examen]. We must 
reconsider these provisions like all those which, by 
setting up paper obstacles, do not correspond to real 
guarantees for citizens. 


[LE MONDE] When you heard, at the ministers’ second 
meeting, your colleague from the Ministry of the Interior 
criticizing the “legal constraints” which, according to 
him, hamper the police, were you surprised by this 
encroachment on your sphere? Were you consulted, and 
did the policy announced that day by Mr Pasqua commit 
the government? 


{Mehaignerie] In general the government now has the 
difficult task of restoring a security situation which has 
become seriously damaged. I refuse to think in terms of 
one minister’s “encroachment” on the territory of 
another. Public opinion would not understand. Each 
minister must make his contribution to the consistency 
of government action while respecting the aims set by the 
prime minister. The government gains from synthesizing 
different human values and experiences. That is what the 
French expect. I shall work as well with Mr Pasqua as 
with Mrs Veil. 


{LE MONDE] The government has announced the reform 
of the nationality code. Would you like to go beyond the 
moderate conclusions of the Marceau Long report? 


{[Mehaignerie] The government wants to keep to the 
Marceau Long report and the Senate vote on this report. 
Our duty is to succeed in integrating those who are legally 
resident in France. But we should know that success here 
also requires better control of clandestine immigration and 
fraud such as marriages of convenience. For my part I shall 
support a positive discussion with young people regarding 
what is for them the great importance of integration and the 
acquisition of French citizenship. 


{LE MONDE] At present identity checks are governed 
by a 1986 law which reiterates word for word the 
provisions of Alain Peyrefitte’s “security and liberty” 
law. Do you think it is necessary to go further, that is to 
say to authorize these checks everywhere and in every 
circumstance? And if you do, then why? 
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(Mehaignerie] We must establish a balanced system 
which will make it possible to guarantee the freedom to 
come and go in all its aspects: Indeed, that fundamental 
freedom is not only the nght for individuals to move 
freely, it is also for the state the duty to guarantee the 
protection of persons and property over its entire terri- 
tory. Now, this freedom of movement has today been 
jeopardized in some places because citizens’ safety is not 
adequately ensured. 


At present there are provisions which authorize the 
police services to undertake identity checks, in particular 
to prevent crimes or offenses or in cases where there is a 
risk to public order. A debate is currently under way 
between ministers in order to adapt these texts, taking 
into account certain legal interpretations and needs 
mentioned by the police services. This debate will be 
conducted with a view to ensuring the balance I men- 
tioned a while ago. 


{LE MONDE] Security is a priority for the new govern- 
ment and the agenda of the second ministers’ meeting 
was essentially devoted to it. What will your ministry's 
contribution be? How do you see government dialogue 
in an area which simultaneously involves police action, 
urban policy, and penal policy? 


{[Mehaignerie] Within the framework of government 
dialogue I shall personally keep watch, in my capacity as 
justice minister, over the respect of rights, especially 
human rights, and of international commitments. 


{LE MONDE] In his general policy declaration Edouard 
Balladur promised a constitutional reform which would 
affect in particular the higher council of the magistracy. 
How do you intend to improve guarantees of indepen- 
dence for magistrates? 


[Mehaignerie] Judges’ independence is, first, a practice 
that has to be established, but it also means texts which 
create the conditions for it. The proposed constitutional 
review is aimed at guaranteeing that independence in 
full. For bench magistrates the higher council of the 
magistracy intervenes in nomination procedures. The 
appointment of its members must therefore be unassail- 
able. From that viewpoint the present provisions of the 
Constitution, which entrust the appointment of all mem- 
bers of the council to the president of the republic, are 
doubtless not in tune with the principle of the separation 
of powers. That is why it is planned to revise the 
Constitution in order to allow magistrates elected by 
their peers to be members of this council. 


‘ 

As for public prosecutor's deparnent magistrates, the 
nature of their functions implies a different regime from 
that of their bench counterparys. They should neverthe- 
less also benefit from guarantees. Since January 1993 
proposed nominations which concern them are sub- 
mitted to a consultati#e committee including elected 
members for its opinion. This recent mechanism seems 
to be operating convincingly. | am therefore in favor of 
maintaining it. 
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{LE MONDE] In the same declaration Mr Balladur 
promised that henceforth directives addressed to the 
public prosecutor's department will be in writing, as 
envisaged by the reform of the criminal law procedure 
code, and also put on file, which would undeniably 
improve transparency. Do you think it is necessary to go 
further and “break the dangerous and ambiguous link 
which makes the public prosecutor's department depen- 
dent on political power,” as advocated by the program of 
your movement, the CDS [Social Democratic Center]? 


{[Mehaignerie] The duty of the justice minister, within 
the terms of the criminal law procedure code, to ensure 
that crimes and offenses are prosecuted. I must then, 
where necessary, give prosecutors directives to this end, 
and I can only see advantages in these directives being 
written down and put on file. 


On the other hand I would never order a prosecutor not 
to initiate or to halt a prosecution, whether it is a case of 
a politician or an ordinary citizen. I shall therefore 
operate in the most total transparency. I shall ensure that 
the justice minister is no longer perceived as the minister 
of “legal cases” but as the minister of right. 


[LE MONDE] What will your guidelines be as regards 
the public prosecutor's department’s management of 
sensitive Cases involving politicians in particular? 


{Mehaignerie] I will trust the prosecutors and general 
prosecutors on condition that they keep me informed 
punctiliously and rapidly, because I am responsible for 
the overall public action policy to the government and 
parliament. 


If they ask for an opinion or for directives, as is their 
right, I shall ask for their proposals and failing that will 
let them know my opinion and in all cases in the form of 
directives which are written and are put on file. 


I emphasize that it is indeed a case of prosecution and of 
putting the judges in a position to judge. On the other 
hand I shall completely forbid myself from impeding the 
initiation of prosecution. 


[LE MONDE] Some of your political friends vigorously 
condemned the legal appointments which preceded the 
legislative elections and which, according to them, were 
of a highly political nature. In 1986 Albin Chalandon, 
Jacques Chirac’s justice minister, chose to replace most 
of the top officials in the legal world. In your opinion 
should a change of government be accompanied by a 
change in the people in the key posts of the chancellery 
and the courts? 
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[Mehaignerie] Mr Chalandon did not replace most of the 
top legal officials in 1986... As for today, my position is 
entirely clear: The prime minister has invited the min- 
isters to reduce the size of their offices and to work as 
much as possible with the public services directors. They 
must therefore be able to choose their immediate collab- 
orators on the basis of criteria of competence and 
loyalty. That could entail some changes. 


The situation for the courts is different. The magistrates 
legally appointe by legitimate authorities with the 
power to do so obviously stay, and for my part I have 
never conducted a witch hunt. 


{LE MONDE] All the successive justice ministers on the 
Place Vendome in recent years have recognized that the 
legal system requires a large budgetary outlay. Is the 
government to which you belong prepared to agree this 
year to a large increase in the legal system's budget? 


[Mehaignerie] Indeed, there is a need for a large budget 
outlay, which should be spread over a certain number of 
years and be accompanied by efforts in management and 
strictness in the use of means. 


As early as this year I have asked for a significant 
increase in my ministry's budget, despite the exception- 
ally difficult situation. 


[LE MONDE] In 20 years the prison population has 
increased by nearly 60 percent, mostly because of the 
constant increase in the length of sentences. Despite the 
construction of 13,000 prison places started in 1986 by 
Albin Chalandon, penal establishments again have more 
inmates than places. Pardons and amnesties enable the 
penal administration to “keep going” but decisions will 
have to be made. In your opinion, should new places be 
constructed or should we undertake more vigorously a 
policy of alternative sentencing? 


{[Mehaignerie] There is a large amount of work io do in 
the field of alternatives to imprisonment: It is known 
that imprisonment is often, especially for young people, 
the stage which aggravates their delinquency while 
clearly defined alternative sentences can rehabilitate 
them effectively. 


But that will not solve the problem of incarceration and 
we will not avoid the creation and reconstruction of 
penal establishments. 


It is a sensitive, important, priority subject which 
requires special attention. Dialogue has been initiated 
with representative organizations and that collaboration 
will be pursued on a regular basis. 
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Socialist Party Secretary Benvenuto Resigns 
LD2005 101993 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
0958 GMT 20 May 93 


[Text] Giorgio Benvenuto has announced his resignation 
as secretary while opening the meeting of the Socialist 
Party [PSI] Secretariat. 

The annoucement was contained in the 10 pages he is 
reading to the meeting of the PSI Secretariat which 
includes the presidents of the parliametary groups. Ben- 
venuto has distanced himself from the old leadership 
group and said that his resignation is the start of a 
process of clarification. He will hold a news conference 
tomorrow to explain his decision. Before this, Benvenuto 
held many rounds of talks and had a meeting with Giulio 
Amato. The Chamber of Deputies’ parliamentary group 
will meet at 1630. 


Further on Resignation 
AU2005 113293 Paris AFP in English 1117 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Text] Rome, May 20 (AFP)}—Giorgio Benvenuto 
resigned as head of the Italian Socialist Party (PSI) 
Thursday [20 May] to protest the inability of old party 
members to give new impetus to their movement. 


His resignation was made in a a 10-page memorandum 
he read to the party's secretariat and heads of parliamen- 


tary groups. 


Benvenuto, 56, considered a moderate Socialist who 
spent most of his career in union activities, was elected 
February 12 to replace Bettino Craxi as head of the 
Socialist Party. Craxi resigned after he was implicated in 
a nationwide corruption and bribery scandal. 


Benvenuto, in his memorandum, clearly indicated he 
wanted to distance himself from the party's old guard 
which has been tarnished by the scandal. 


He hinted that he wanted to relaunch the Socialist 
movement, saying that he would provide more details in 


upcoming days. 
“I am resigning from a post that powerful forces wanted 


to eliminate,” he said. “There is no more time for 
compromise and useless waiting. 


“I don’t know if this party can be saved but I am sure, 
like several of my colleagues, that Socialism has a future 
in this country.” 

The government, reeling under the discovery of massive 
politically related corruption in Italian businesses, is 
made up of Socialists, Christian Democrats, Social Dem- 
ocrats, and Liberals. 


Communist Renaissance Experiencing ‘Dissent,’ 
‘Clashes’ 

PM2005081793 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
19 May 93 p9 


[Unattributed report: “Troubled Waters for Communist 
Renaissance”} 

[Text] Rome—The storm which is shaking the parties 
has not spared Communist Renaissance. Hidden away 
inside Montecitorio [parliament], the neocommunist 
party leaders yesterday sparked off an extremely heated 
Directorate meeting. Dissent over the secretary's line, 
Ingrao leaving the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left], 
and the need to formulate a unified proposal for the 
electoral law were the cause of an all-night session which 
is to continue today. 


But is Garavini’s leadership really being disputed? 
“There can be no doubt,” the secretary admitted, “that 
there have been problems these past weeks; there have 
been stances adopted, statements, and interviews given 
by our comrades which have been debated or disputed 
by others among our comrades.” “It is a very tight 
debate,” Garavini continued, “on issues concerning the 
party leadership and the forcefulness with which the 
party must express its views in a profoundly new situa- 
tion like the present one.” 


In other words, clashes are taking place. Some people, 
following Ingrao’s exit from the PDS, have even sug- 
gested “‘dissolving’’ Communist Renaissance and 
building a new pole on the Left. The secretary has said 
no. Another source of worry for him was the electoral 
lists drawn up for the June local elections. Tiziana 
Maiolo, an “independent” deputy with Communist 
Renaissance, will not have the support of the party which 
elected her in the race for mayor of Milan. Communist 
Renaissance will support [Rete candidate] Dalia Chiesa, 
because “behind Maiolo there is [Radical leader} Pan- 
nella’s scheming paw.” 
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Cavaco Silva Welcomes Denmark’s Maastricht 
Vote Results 


LD1805232093 Lisbon RDP Antena 1 Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2300 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Cavaco Silva has welcomed the 
result of the Danish referendum, noting that the victory 
of the yes vote is a sign of confidence in the future of the 
European union and is in line with Portugal's stand on 
this issue. 


— Comments on Talks With U.S. on Azores 


LD1905014793 Lisbon RDP Antena 1 Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 19 May 93 


[Text] After two days of talks between Portugal and the 
United States, nothing has been decided on the future of 
the Lajes base in the Azores. All the two sides have 
concluded is that there is still much to talk about. Mario 


Meunier reports: 


[Meunier] Another round of talks on the Lajes base has 
ended here in Washington. Minister Counsellor Vasco 
Bramao Ramos, who headed the Portuguese delegation, 
later held a news conference at the Portuguese Embassy 
here in Washington. Asked how the negotiations had 
gone, he declared: 


[Begin Bramao Ramos recording} As you know, this 
round of talks yesterday and today was aimed—as was 
the previous round—at negotiating a new defense coop- 
eration treaty between Portugal and the United States, 
along with two supplementary agreements, a technical 
agreement and one on labor. 


The negotiations have gone favorably. The draft of the 
treaty is virtually completed. It now remains to negotiate 
the two supplementary agreements, which will be done 
in Lisbon soon. 


I would like to point out that the purpose of the present 
exercise is to define a new framework for Portuguese- 
U.S. relations which will facilitate the establishment of 
mutually advantageous cooperation programs in the 
future. [end recording] 
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[Meunier] Will there no longer be a financial quid pro 
quo? Has it been excluded from the draft of the new 
treaty? 


[Begin Bramao Ramos recording] There is no longer a 
question of relating the provision of facilities to a finan- 
cial quid pro quo. This no longer applies. What does 
apply is the possibility of setting up cooperation pro- 
grams, as | have said, namely in the military sphere, as a 
result of which some transfers of equipment could take 
place. There is an outstanding issue, however, regarding 
a debt, so to speak, from the United States to Portugal 
concerning the financing of the F-16 aircraft program, 
which has not been fully honored and which we are now 
seeking to resolve. [end recording] 


US. Recognition of Angolan Regime Welcomed 
LD2005 113293 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1030 GMT 20 May 93 


[Text] If the UN Security Council votes in favor of a 
third UNAVEM [UN-Angola Verification Mission] 
mandate in Angola, Portuguese forces could be involved 
as blue helmets. Portuguese Foreign Minister Durao 
Barroso said today that this possibility has not been 
ruled out. The problem is that it can only be put into 
practice once peace is established. 


Durao Barroso is very pleased that the U.S. Admunistra- 
tion has recognized the MPLA [Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola] government in Angola. He 
added this was a further contribution to peace. 


Government Officially Recognizes Eritrea 


LD1705203693 Lisbon RDP Antena 1 Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 May 93 


[Text] Portugal has officially recognized Eritrea, the new 
African country emerging from Ethiopia. The govern- 
ment decided today to start the recognition process of 
the independent state of Eritrea following last month's 
referendum in Eritrea. 


A note from the Portuguese Foreign Ministry refers to an 
historic event and states that Portugal wishes to contribute 
to developing closer ties with the new sovereign state. 








x SPAIN 


Solana Confirms Patrol Boat Slated for Duty on 
Danube 


LD1905 174093 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1300 GMT 19 May 93 


[Text] The Western European Union ministers of 
defense and foreign affairs are now meeting in Rome to 
Study the situation created by the Bosnian Serbs’ rejec- 
tion of the international peace plan. Before leaving for 
Rome, Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana said there 
is great harmony between the Community countries and 
Russia on the subject of Yugoslavia. Solana confirmed 
that a Civil Guard coastal vessel will be joining in the 
naval blockade work. A report on this from Hector 
Arenas: 


{Arenas] Before leaving for Rome Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana confirmed that in the next few days Spain 
will be sending a Civil Guard coastal patrol boat with a 
crew of about 50 Civil Guards to monitor the embargo 
on Serbia from the River Danube. Solana denied that 
Spain is reconsidering sending troops to Bosnia because 
of the new outbreak of fighting between Croats and 
Muslims, adding that it has only asked the United 
Nations for guarantees for the protected zones: 


[Begin Solana recording] What I would like [word indis- 
tinct] 1s that the Security Council should clarify the new 
functions which the forces deployed there have, which 
basically continue to be functions of a humanitarian 
nature. But, as you know, they are performing other 
functions. [end recording] 


Together with denouncing the fact that in the past few 
days Croat forces have failed to observe the peace 
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agreement after signing it, thereby giving mse to renewed 
tension on the border between Croatia and Herzegovina, 
the minister said that Spain has not modified its support 
for the Vance-Owen peace plan, which is the only 
instrument, he said, to maintain the pressure and the 
embargo on the Serbs. 


Moroccan Interior Minister Holds Talks With 
Gonzalez 


LD1805223393 Rabat RTM Television Network in 
Arabic 2030 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] The meetings between Mr. Driss Basri, 
[Moroccan] minister of interior and information, and 
Spanish officials continued today. In particular, he met 
with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. At the 
end of this morning, Mr. Driss Basri was received at the 
Moncloa Palace in Madrid by Mr. Felipe Gonzalez. 
Basri stated that during the exchange of opinions on 
Moroccan-Spanish cooperation, the two sides expressed 
their satisfaction with the excellent relations between the 
two kingdoms. 


During a meeting with the press, the Minister noted that 
before that he had held discussions with his Spanish 
counterpart, Mr. Jose Luis Corcuera, which fell within 
the framework of the policies of regular consultation 
between the two ministries concerned with security and 
combating drugs. 


During this visit, Mr. Driss Basri was accompanied by 
Mr. Azzadine Guessous, His Majesty's ambassador to 
Spain, and by a high-level delegation from the Ministry 
of Interior. 
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Denmark 


a Se a a ce a a 


PM 1905165093 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 19 May 93 p 5 


[Anne Lea Landsted report: “Holger Not Particularly 
Happy”) 


[Text] Socialist People’s Party [SF] chairman Holger K. 
Nielsen was not entirely happy yesterday, despite the 
fact that the referendum result was a “yes.” But he was 
happy that the whole thing was over. 


“The national compromise has not become the people's 
compromise we had been hoping for,” he said, adding: 
“But there would have been incalculable consequences 
for our membership of the EC if we had voted no.“ So 
what is important now is that we use the “yes” sensibly 
and stand firm on the new Danish line.” 


Outside “no” voters were walking past. Not as a provo- 
cation, but because, ironically enough, they had been 
assigned a room further down the corridor. 


SF Folketing group chairman was a little more optimistic. 


“That is perhaps due to the fact that I have had one beer 
more,” he joked. 


He compared the referendums on European union with 
collective wage bargaining. 


“They are like collective wage bargaining. The negotia- 
tors put forward their bid, and this time two rounds were 
needed before we were able to accept the result,” the 
Folketing groups chairman said, adding that he could 
easily envisage “many more referendums” in the years to 
come. 


According to Steen Gade, the Danish “yes” should be 
used: 


—to consolidate the opt-outs in the Edinburgh agree- 
ment. 

—4to create openness toward central and Eastern Europe. 

—to create a more flexible EC. 


Here the Folketing group chairman stressed that the 
“yes” is not an “Uffe Ellemann-Jensen yes.” Last year 
there was no one who paid any attention to the SF in the 
lead-up to 2 June. The position was clear. And Holger 
and his wife [reference to ordinary Danes, based on the 
mythological figure, Holger Dansk, and the fact that the 
SF chairman is called Holger] voted “no.” 


Now Holger with the surname Nielsen voted “yes,” and 
he and the SF have therefore been at the center of the 
domestic debate in the lead-up to the referendum. 


The SF's extraordinary congress in March this year did 
not pass quietly. Supporters of European union spoke of 
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“the biggest victory” in the party's history, while oppo- 
nents gave the thumbs-down and called it “bad luck.” 
The party chairman was able to calm the skeptics by 
saying that “the SF will continue to be a critical 
watchdog when it comes to the EC,” and ended up with 
the backing of three-quarters of the congress delegates. 


The party chairman had won, and in a sense he did so 
again yesterday, when the majority said “yes.” 


Daily: Referendum Result Gives ‘Limited’ EC 
Mandate 


PM1905 162093 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 19 May 93 p2 


{Editorial: “How the “Yes’ Should Be Used"—words in 
talics as published] 


[Text] Fortunately the answer was a “yes.” 
That was what Denmark needed. And Europe. 


It would have been difficult to live for much longer with 
so many doubts and so much uncertainty about the 
framework for political and economic cooperation 
among the countnes of Europe. The economic crisis with 
its frightfully high level of unemployment and the prob- 
lems in Eastern and central Europe demand swift action. 


But in the same way that last time there was—if any 
progress was going to be made—a need to understand the 
reasons for voting “no,” there is now a need to make a 
guess at what led to the shift from a “no” majority to a 
“yes” majority. 


Naturally, the war in the former Yugoslavia and the 
general feeling of unrest and instability on our continent 
can have given rise to a greater general understanding of 
the necessity of European cooperation. 


But there is is still no suggestion of a triumphant 
conversion to Europe. 


The decisive difference is the national compromise and 
the Edinburgh agreement. Together these ensured a 
concretization and a clarification of the four exemptions 
from the full Maastricht treaty. They put a stop to the 
slide into union which so many Danes feared. And there 
was also the reaffirmation that political cooperation 
takes place between independent states, that the division 
of powers between EC bodies and national institutions 
must be made in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity, that there must be as much openness as 
possible in the decisionmaking process, and that any and 
all future changes to these principles must be put before 
the people in a referendum. 


In light of the great weight which a// these considerations 
carried in the Socialist People's Party's and the Social 
Democrats’ campaign, it is clear how limited is the 
mandate which the people's elected representatives have 














32 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


been given by the people—a mandate which obliges 
them to adhere to the national compromise. 


Each and every temptation to use the “yes” as a base for 
a major leap forward in Europe must be resisted. No one 
can prevent Uffe Ellemann-Jensen and others from 
urging the swift retraction of the Danish reservations on 
Maastricht. But how stupid would it not be if they were 
to persist in doing so? Both Denmark and the rest of the 
EC now need as much peace and quiet as possible to 
implement the treaties and to introduce Europe's peo- 
ples to the new ways of working together across national 
boundaries. Without having the threat of rapid changes 
hanging over their heads. 

All the opinion polls show that the Danes—<despite their 
“yes” —are still enormously skeptical toward everything 
which smacks too strongly of union or a federal state. At 
the same time they compiain that the system is not 
democratic enough and that the individual citizen has 
too little influence. This dilemma is damned difficult to 
resolve. But we in Denmark can at least begin by 
improving our own debate on the major issues affecting 
the EC. Today this debate takes place behind closed 
doors as the exclusive domain of the specialists on the 
Folketing EC Committee and the lobbyists who repre- 
sent various Organizations. More openness and real 
debate are needed here. 


In this context the new EC council, which will also have 
room for those organizations which say “no” to the EC, 
could become a useful tool. And it could also make sure 
that we retain the title of unrivaled European champions 
in the field of popular EC debate. 


Copenhagen Police Spokesman Cited on Unrest, 
Clashes 


AU2005 101893 Paris AFP in English 0948 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Text] Copenhagen, May 20 (AFP)}—Squatters setting 
fires in the streets and smashing shop windows clashed 
with police for the second night running in the Danish 
capital late on Wednesday [19 May]. 


Police used tear-gas to quell the four hours of unrest in 
the central district of Noerrebro, where the previous 
night they had opened fire and wounded | 1 demonstra- 
tors in Denmark's most violent peacetime riots in recent 
history. 


A police spokesman, describing Wednesday night's inci- 
dents as “minor,” said there was no comparison between 
the two outbreaks of violence. “There was no rioting, 


Copenhagen is not Los Angeles,” he said. 


Four police were slightly injured by flying stones in the 
latest disturbances, compared with 26 hit with paving 
stones and bottles on the first night. 


The spokesman said nine of the demonstrators wounded 
in the shooting were still in hospital. 
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Police said 18 youths arrested on Tuesday [18 May} 
night were being held in preventive detention for a 
fortnight, nine others were to appear in court later on 
Thursday [20 May], and 13 people held for questioning 
had been released. 


The unrest broke out when several hundred people took 
to the streets to protest against the “Yes” vote in 
Denmark's referendum on the Maastricht treaty for 
closer European Community union. 


Norway 


aay Brundtland, Party Leaders on Danish EC 
‘ote 

PM1905172093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
19 May 93 p 7 


{Unattnibuted report: “Result Is Most Important for 
Norway”] 


[Text] “It 1s possible that the result could speed up 
negotiations. However, the most important thing is that 
in the negotiations with the EC we achieve results which 
are good for the Norwegian people,” Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland said after the referendum in Den- 
mark. 


Around an hour after the first firm predictions from the 
referendum the Norwegian prime minister commented 
on the result. 


“It is important that we have been shown that the Danes 
could come together in a new round on an issue which 
concerned them,” the prime minister said. She said that 
the result will not lead to any change in the strategy of the 
Norwegian negotiators in the negotiations that are taking 
place. 


Together with Conservative Party leader Kaci Kullmann 
Five, Center Party leader Anne Enger Lahnstein, and 
Socialist Left Party foreign policy spokesman Paul C! af- 
fey, Harlem Brundtland was able to note that the “yes” 
majority was about as large as the opinion polls had been 
indicating earlier in the day. 


Anne Enger Lahnstein stressed that the Danes have still 
said “no” to European union which Norway had 
accepted before negotiations began. 


“I am impressed that 43 percent have said ‘no’ when we 
see what scaremongering propaganda has beer used,” 
the Center Party leader said. 


Chaffey said that it is a problem that the Socialist Left 
Party's Danish sister party, the Socialist People’s Party, 
has emerged from the referendum divided. 


“The Socialist People’s Party's voters have said ‘no,’ but 
the party leadership and the party congress have said 
‘yes,”” said Chaffey, who does not expect the result to 
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have any effect on the Norwegian negotiations or on how 
opponents of the EC will shape their future strategy in 
Norway. 


Conservative Party leader Kaci Kulimann Five said that 
it is important that the internal processes have not come 
to a halt. 


“It would have been a very difficult situation for Norway 
as 4 country applying for EC membership if the Danes 
h2.. voted “no.” A ‘no’ would have caused concern about 
the EC's own future and about the development of 
democracy in Europe,” Kul!mann Five said, adding that 
the “no” side has now been deprived of good arguments 
for a Norwegian “no.” 


Labor Party leader Thorbjorn Jagland said that he was 
not surprised at the outcome of the Danish referendum. 


“I believe that the way the Social Democrats’and the 
Socialist People’s Party's voters voted decided the out- 
come this time,” he added. 


Jagland expects that the situation inside the EC will now 
become more stable so that the Maastricht treaty can be 
ratified by all member nations. 


ee ‘Good News’ From Danish Vote 
on 


PM2005 112693 Osio ARBEIDERBLADET in 
Norwegian 19 May 93 p 6 


{Editorial: “*Yes’ at Last”] 


[Text] The Danes have finally voted “yes” to EC umion (in 
a slightly modified form). Even though the Maastricht treaty 
has still not completed its painful progress in Britain, there 
is much to indicate that it will be ratified. In other words, 
union 1s back on track, and this 1s good news. But it 1s our 
view that Europe should thank the Danes both for last year's 
revolt against EC union and the blessing they gave it 
yesterday. New and important ideas about subsidianty and 
respect for the people followed the Danish “no.” Now these 
ideas can be implemented in the Community, thanks to the 
Danish “ves.” 


* Association Derides Government CO, Policy 


93EN0438D Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
23 Apr 93 p 2 


[Article by Sveinung Berg Bentzrod: “Traffic Threatens 
CO, Goal”} 


[Text] “The government has decided to let things nde. It 
will be a matter of luck if Norway achieves its CO, goal,” 
the Nature Conservancy Association said. 


Project leader Sveinung Oftedal of the association is not 
very impressed by the fact that Norway has reduced its 
emissions of the climate gas CO, (carbon dioxide) by 5 
percent since 1989. 
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This year the Storting approved a resolution stating that 
emissions should not exceed the 1989 level in the year 
2000. The report submitted yesterday by the Central 
Bureau of Statistics (SSB), “Natura! Resources and the 
Environment, 1992,” shows that at the moment we are 


in good shape. 


But with the planned increase in North Sea oil activity 
and the big emphasis on road construction in the new 
highway plan, the government msks undermining the 
goal. The long-range plans open up the possibility of a 
reduction in the CO, tax on oil. This along with the 
possibility of increased emissions as a result of an 
economic upturn in Norway could make it difficult to 
meet this goal, according to Oftedal. 


Norway discharged approximately 33.5 million tons of 
CO, inte the air in the last two years. 


“Several cabinet ministers have pointed out that eco- 
nomic growth is not necessarily ‘malignant’ as far as the 
environment is concerned. However increased traffic 
and oil extraction are being stressed. These are the most 
important areas when it comes to CO, emission,” said 
the Nature Conservancy expert. He made his comments 
on the SSB report from what might be called the center 
of the issue, standing in the middle of the traffic inter- 
section near Oslo’s central station. 


Not Giving Up 


“The government still wants to meet the CO, goal. It is 
important to adhere to it, although | am aware of the 
highway plan and the scheduled im.case in on] extrac- 
tion,” said Under Secretary Borre Pet »rsen of the Envi- 
ronmental Affairs Ministry. 


“New technology is being established in the North Sea 
that will provide great environmental benefits, according 
to the oil companies, especially in old fields. When it 
comes to traffic, the railway plan sets the stage for a 
substantial emphasis on mass transit in the Oslo area. As 
you know 40 percent of the population lives within a 
one-hour drive from Oslo Fyord. And we must also 
expect the car flect to be replaced in the years ahead,” 
Pettersen said. 


“The point is that increased activity wall not necessarily 
lead to increased emissions if economic growth becomes 
a reality,” he said. 


What It Will Cost 


The UN climate panel has recommended that CO, 
emissions generated by people be reduced by 60 percent 
as soon as possible. Denmark and Germany both have 
goals calling for a 20-percent reduction in the course of 
the 1990's. 


Recent statements from U.S. President Bill Clinton 
suggest that he wants to reduce CO, emissions to the 
1990 level by the year 2000. Against this background the 
Norwegian goal is trifling, according to the Nature 
Conservancy Association. 
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An SSB analysis cited in the environmental report shows 
that Norway's gross national product (GNP) would be 
reduced by only 0.5 percent if we decide to cut CO, 
emussions 30 percent by the year 2020. 


With a 50 percent reduction the decline in GNP would 
be between 2 and 2.5 percent. A prerequisite for this 
prognosis “panning out™ is that all of the current energy 
taxes are put back into the economy in the form of 
reduced employer taxes and that we rely solely on 
Norwegian initiatives. 
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Other figures from the report show that it will be more 
expensive for Norway to cut emissions than it will be for 
the United States, for example. Stabilizing the emissions 
at the 1990 level in the United States with the help of 
taxes will require a tax of around $5 per ton of CO). 


For Norway a similar stabilization would require a tax of 
around $45 per ton of CO,. The SSB has calculated that 
a stabilization of CO, emissions at the 1992 level in the 
year 2020 would require a tax of around 80 ore per liter 
of oil compared with 40 ore today. 
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Kliridhis Departs for U.S., Expects “No Real 
Progress’ 


NC1905172293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis expressed the 
opinion that there will be no real progress on the 
substance of the Cyprus issue in the New York talks 
because, as he stressed, the was no indication of a change 
in the Turkish positon. He stressed, however, that there 
could be some movement regarding the confidence- 
building measures, including the question of Famagusta. 


Klindhis was speaking at Larnaca Airport before his 
departure for the United States ~ta London. The presi- 
dent also said that he places great importance on his 
meeting with U.S. President Bill Clinton, whose invoive- 
ment he seeks to solve the Cyprus issue. He added that 
he will have the opportunity for a direct exchange of 
views with President Clinton on substantive aspects of 
solving the Cyprus issue. 


Klindhis noted that there could be progress on a senes of 
confidence-building measures, but to be accepted they 
should not include the factor of indirect recognition of 
the pseudostate. Referring to the preparatory stage, 
Klindhis said that despite Butrus Butrus-Ghali's sugges- 
tion to discuss substantive issues, a position supported 
by the Greek Cypriot side, there was no response from 
the Turkish Cypriot side. Klindhis also said that in a 
letter to Butrus-Ghali he noted that the Greek Cypriot 
side insists on the discussion of substantive issues at the 
New York talks, and that it will not agree to devoting the 
talks exclusively to confidence-building measures. In his 
letter to Butrus-Ghali, Klindhis also noted that the 
Greek Cypriot side believes that the secretary general's 
good offices demand his presence at the New York talks. 


Defense Minister, National Guard Chief Depart 
for Greece 


NC2005095893 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Defense Minister Konstandinos Iliadhis and 
National Guard Chief Lieutenant General Yeoryios Sir- 
adhakis went to Athens today for contacts with the 
Greek Government on issues concerning them. Ihadhis 
and Lt. Gen. Siradhakis will have a series of meetings 
with Greek National Defense Minister loannis Varvitsi- 
otis and the leadership of the Greek Armed Forces. 


CYPRUS 


Denktas-Eroglu ‘Reconciliation’ Viewed 
NC1705092293 Nicosia YENIDUZEN in Turkish 
11] May 93 p 2 


[Column by Hasan Ercakica: “The Denktas-Eroglu 
Agreement”) 
[Excerpts] What will happen? Will Denktas decide not to 
go to New York on the grounds that he has been “unabie 
to agree with Dervis Eroglu”? Will Gustave Feissel, the 
UN secretary general's special representative on the 
Cyprus issue, and John Maresca, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment special coordinator on the Cyprus issuc, visit north 
Cyprus later to tell us the kind of election law we should 
adopt” 
These questions were clarified yesterday. Eroglu said: 
“We can defend our mght at the negotiating tabie,” 
indicating that he approved of Denktas’ departure for 
talks in New York. Denktas responded quickly: “The 
authority transferred to me has been defined. | am 
' :~ 
The issues on which Denktas long insisted were not the 
few Eroglu outlined to the press yesterday. Two days ago, 
Denktas emphasized that he insisted on holding early 
and democratic elections and on appointing an 
ombudsman. Has Eroglu agreed to Denktas’ demands to 
guarantee his departure for New York? Have Denkias 
and Eroglu reached a reconciliation? [passage omitted] 


The views Eroglu expressed after the meeting of ruling 
National Unity Party [NUP] organs yesterday clearly 
indicate that he is inclined to escalate the crisis in 
domestic politics instead of reach a reconciliation. After 
clearly outlining his intention, Eroglu said he will “pro- 
vide information on Denktas’ request that his authority 
be defined.” Yes, it was then that Denktas told the 


newspapers he was “pleased.” 


We were astounded! What was Denktas pleased about? 
He said only a day before that he insisted on the election 
law being changed in a way that would satisfy everyone, 
on holding early elections, and on ena'': a law to 
appoint an ombudsman. He said he would resign as 
negotiator if his demands were not met, but he claimed 
yesterday that he was “pleased” just because the NUP 
organs agreed to refer to an old Republican Assembly 
resolution, regardiess that nothing has been done about 
the issues he has long insisted upon. That cannot easily 
be understood or accepted. 


It is a Strong possibility that yesterday's statements 
related only to the tip of the iceberg. The part under 
water is ten times bigger. There are many problems 
about which the people have not been informed. Prob- 
ably, bargaining talks have been or will be held on them 
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between Denktas and Eroglu. We think the latest situa- 
tion indicates that the mentality has not changed. As in 
Eroglu’s case, Denktas, too, does not wish the people to 
follow the developments and decide for themselves. 


The people have long been occupied with the Denktas- 
Eroglu dispute. Although the two sides seriousl» accused 
each other, they now seem to have reached a peace, at 
least, a cease-fire agreement the conditions of which are 
unknown. Nothing substantial has been said to the 
people about the latest situation. 


We were inspired with hope. Regardless of the conflicting 
developments, we wished to believe that Denktas, in light of 
his many years of experience, had moved to support democ- 
racy. But that was not the case! Yes, we truly wanted to 
believe that Denktas’ struggie aimed to establish democracy. 
Regrettably, that has not been the case. 


Denktas Proposal on ‘Ghost Town’ Varosha 
Reported 


NC1705150293 Paris AFP in English 1422 GMT 
17 May 93 


[Text] Nicosia, May 17 (AFP)}—Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktas has called for the reopening of Nicosia 
airport after 19 years of closure in return for a U.N. deal 
on a Greek-Cypriot ghost town, Turkish-Cypriot sources 
said Monday [17 May]. 


They said Denktas had delivered the proposal in talks 
with U.N. envoy Gustave Feissel ahead of negotiations 
in New York with President Glafkos Kjindhis, a Greek- 
Cypriot, on setting up a federation. 


He also wanted the lifting of a Greek-Cypriot trade ban 
on the Turkish-Cypriots, who set up a breakaway state in 
1983, recognized only by Ankara. 


The sources said the New York talks opening on May 24 
were likely to focus on the ghost town of Varosha, the 
Greek-Cypriot sector of the port city of Famagusta and 
once a bustling tourist resort. 


The uninhabited town has been wired off by the Turkish 
army since its invasion of the northern third of the island 
in 1974, following a coup in Nicosia backed by the junta 
then ruling Greece. 


“The United Nations wants a rapid solution to this 
question. We are working on it. But you get nothing for 
nothing,” Denktas told AFP. 


Mumtaz Soysal, a key adviser to Denktas, said the 
Turkish-Cypriots were only ready to consider a hand- 
over of Varosha to the United Nations, as proposed by 
the world body, and not to the Greek-Cypnots. 


“Ore it us handed over, if the United Nations delivers 
Maras (Varosha) to the Greek-Cypriots without a final 
settlement to the Cyprus problem, we can re-occupy it,” 
he warned. 
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Soysal, a Turk from the mainland, said the Turkish- 
Cypriots were demanding the reopening of Nicosia air- 
port to serve the two communities and allow tounsts free 
access to both sectors of the Mediterranean island. 


The airport has been under U.N. control, along with a 
buffer zone splitting the island, since the 1974 invasion. 


Denktas’ Negotiating Powers Confirmed 
TA1805 134593 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] Republican Assembly has confirmed the negoti- 
ating powers of President Rauf Denktas and stated its 
full support of the President. 


Al today” session, the Republican Assembly unilaterally 
adopted the Cyprus resolution. Denktas had returned 
the resolution to the assembly for further discussion and 
review by the temporary committee. 


The resolution expressed its gratitude to President Rauf 
Denktas for his valuable contribution to the national 
Cyprus cause, for negotiating on behalf of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC], and for his 
efforts in trying to find a peaceful solution by partici- 
pating in the talks being held by the UN secretary 
general's good will mission. 


The resolution reiterates that a solution to the Cyprus 
issue—which the Turkish Cypnot side has defended 
from the beginning—<cannot compromised nor dilute the 
following: sovereignty, a free hand in deciding its own 
future, political equality, bizonality, foundations for a 
two community people, and Turkey's [word indistinct) 
guarantee. The resolution states that it confirms Denk- 
tas’s Existing negotiating powers and expresses support 
of the President—negotiating on behalf of the Turkish 
Cypnot people—with the understanding that any polit- 
ical or economic Organization that does not have both 
Turkey and Greece as members cannot be expected to 
have the TRNC as a member. 


The resolution supports the intercommunal talks— 
aimed at finding a peaceful solution to the Cyprus 
issue—which are held on an equal basis and adds that 
the determinations of both the Greek Cypriot and the 
Turkish Cypriot people in Cyprus are necessary to reach 
a final solution. The resolution remarks that the final 
solution can be implemented following referendums that 
will be held in both communities. 


Denktas Links End to Embargo to Return of 
Varosha 


TA2005 105993 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 20 May 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has called for the lifting 
of the embargoes imposed on the Turkish Cypriot 
people. He said that during the new round of Cyprus 
talks that will begin in New York on 24 May, he will 
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continue to defend the mghts of the Turkish Cypriots 
within the framework of the known principles. 


ANATOLIA reports that Denktas said that efforts are 
being made to give pnonty to the Maras [Varosha] issue 
within the framework of the confidence-building mea- 
sures. He added: We, in turn, want the embargo imposed 
on the Turkish Cypriot people 29 years ago to be lifted 
completely. If a balance is reached, many things could 
happen; however, if we are considered unfair once again 
and if we are told that we cannot raise the issue of the 
embargo, then nothing w: | | appen. 


Denktas pointed out that wire Klindhis will meet with 
Clinton, he has been invited to meet with the US. 
assistant secretary of state on the same day. This is not 
equal treatment, he said. 


Denktas pointed out that he will not have reached the 
United States at the time this mecting is scheduled, 
adding: My refusal of this invitation— which was 
extended without even considering the time of my 
arrival—should not be considered disrespectful toward 
those who extended the invitation. My duty is to explain 
the Cyprus cause to every official everywhere. It is also 
t© protect and ensure respect for equality within the 
framework of the talks. That is what | am doing. 


Denktas stressed that the negotiating process will not be 
served by treating one of the sides differently because of 
its title, which is not accepted in the negotiations. 


Spokesman: Regime Still Claims ‘All’ of 
Famagusta 

NC2005080293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1500 GMT 
19 May 93 


[Text] Government Spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis 
stated today that the government has not given up its 
claim to all of Famagusta. This is so its legal residents 
can return. Kasoulidhis added that President Glavkos 
Klinidhis briefed the Famagusta Municipal Council, 
headed by Mayor Andreas Pouyiouros, on the govern- 
ment’s position. 


Asked to comment on the reference to the closed area of 
Varosha, Kasoulidhis said that this arrangement 1s tem- 
porary until the Cyprus problem is solved. He also 
clarified that the gov=rmment is not giving up its claim to 
any of the occupied areas. 


Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas yesterday visited 
the closed area of Varosha. According to the Turkish 
Cypriot newspaper YEN] DUZEN, Denktas was car- 
rying maps and went step by step through the area, which 
the newspaper said will be transferred to UN control. 
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The newspaper reports that Denktas went to Varosha 
after briefing his pseudo parliament on the Famagusta 
issue. 


Atun, Eroglu Congratulate Turkey's Demirel on 
Election 


TA1705065693 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 16 May 93 


[Text] Republican Assembly Speaker Hakki Atun has 
sent a message to Suleyman Demirel, elected to be the 
ninth president of Turkey, congratulating him on his 
behalf and on behalf of the Republ:c2n Assembly. 


In his message, Atun expresses the wish that this new 
period will be favorable and auspicious both for Turkey 
and the Turkish world. Atun pointed out that the mature 
manner in which the presidential elections, which the 
Turkish Cypriots have been following closely and with 
great interest, were concluded at the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly greatly pleased the Turkish Cypnots, 
adding that the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
{[TRNC] also shared in the excitement of these historic 
moments. 


In his message to newly elected Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel, Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu con- 
gratulated Mr. Demirel on his own behalf, as well as on 
behalf of the Turkish Cypriot people, his party, and the 
government, and expressed the wish that this penod will 
prove favorable for the g eat Turkish nation. Eroglu said 
that he is certain that Mr. Demirel will continue to serve 
his country as he did in the past and added that he 
believes that motherland Turkey will continue to be the 
center of the entire Turkish world and will further its 
position in the world. 


Eroglu said that on this occasion he would like to express 
his gratitude to motherland Turkey for its support of the 
just cause of the Turkish Cypriot people and for Turkey's 
long-standing contribution to the TRNC economy, reit- 
erating that the ties between motherland Turkey and the 
TRNC remain steadfast. Eroglu expressed his wish that 
Demirel’s successful work will continue in his new 
mission. 


Denktas Sends Congratulatory Viessage to 
Demirel 


7TA1705102093 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1930 
GMT 16 May 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has sent a congratulatory 
message to [Turkey's] President Suleyman Demirel. In 
his message, Denktas says: I congratulate you from my 
heart on behalf of the whole Turkish Cypriot people and 
myself, and I wish you good luck and offer you my 
respects. 
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German Chancellor Kohi Arrives for Official Visit 


TA1905 184293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 19 May 93 


[Text] German Chancellor Helmut Kohl has arrived in 
Turkey for a three day official visit. 


Kohli was received ceremoniously by Acting Prime Min- 
ister Erdal Inonu at Ankara Esenboga Airport in the 
early hours of the evening. Following the ceremony, 
Inonu and Kohl heid a news conference. Inonu expressed 
his pleasure at being able to host a friendly country’s 
chancellor in Ankara after such a long time and added 
that this visit will further the relations between the two 
countries. 


Inonu stated that bilateral relations as we!! as contem- 
porary international issues will be assessed and added 
that he hopes that the foundations of concrete projects 
will be laid with a view toward the future. Inonu pointed 
out that Germany is one of the countries in its region 
that has much importance and said: In such a period, the 
need for Turkey to strengthen its cooperation and soli- 
darity with Europe has increased. Inonu said: Your visit 
comes at a time when regional and continental uncer- 
tainties are increasing and when dangers merely shift 
from place to place but do not disappear. We are 
watching with great sorrow and disappointment the 
inability of international order to put a stop to the ethnic 
nationalist movements which have awakened, to con- 
cepts of ethnic cleansing that have emerged once more, 
and to local conflicts that have intensified. | believe that 
both countries’ stands, which are very similar, will be 
furthered by these meetings. 


Kohi pointed out that the friendship between the two 
countries have existed for years and added that the 
strength of these relations will be further proved in the 
future. Kohl said that the reason for his visit was to 
intensify Germany's relations with friendly Turkey and 
added that the problems that arise between Turkey and 
Germany from time to time are natural in any friendly 
relationship. Kohi said that Germany’s aim is to elimi- 
nate as many disagreements as possible and added: Our 
aim is to open a new and healthy page in the already 
existing large historical book that exists between the two 
countries. Spring is in the air in Ankara and this weather 
has to be taken advantage of. 


Kohl pointed out that there are great changes in the 
world and added that Turkey's support in the unification 
of Germany has given them strength. Kohl stressed that 
great changes and developments took place in Turkey 
after the Republic was declared and added that this new 
republic opens itself to new perspectives in view of its 
geo-political situation. 


Kohl said that great responsibilities fall on Turkey 
following the regional developments and added that 
regional peace is very important for Europe also. Kohli 
said that he is distressed that the Turkish citizens living 
in Germany are targets to racist and fanatic attacks and 
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added that he would like 11 to be known that a great part 
of the German population is against these kinds of 
attacks. Kohl said that the gross national product of 
Germany could never have been this large without the 
Turkish community. 


Kohl was later received by President Suleyman Demirel 
at the Cankaya Mansion. 


Inonu is also participating in the meeting with Kohl. 
Inonu will later give a dinner in honor of Kohli at the 
prime ministerial residence. 


Inonu, Kohi Dinner Remarks Cited 


TA2005075193 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 19 May 93 


[Text] Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu gave a dinner 
at his official residence this evening in honor of visiting 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 


Speaking at the dinner, Inonu said that the strong ties 
between Turkey and Germany constitute a suitable basis 
for close bilateral cooperation to help bring about 
democracy and stable development in Eastern Europe 
and in the former Soviet republics. He pointed out that 
the peaceful solution of the problems between these 
countries is a sine qua non for the security of the whole 
of Europe. Helping these countries, he stressed, is a 
historical responsibility. 


Inonu stated that Turkey is determined not to lag behind 
any country in terms of human rights, democracy, and 
contemporary values. He said: Turkey has proved to the 
world that a country with a Muslim population can 
develop in a multiparty democracy, in a secular state, 
and on the basis of a market economy. These character- 
istics of our country are the most important factors that 
make it easy, in fact inevitable, for us to integrate with 
Europe. In terms of the political, economic, and cultural 
dimensions it can add to the EC, Turkey does not lag 
behind the other candidates for membership. 


Acting Prime Minister Inonu pointed out that Turkey is 
right in the center of Eurasia and pursues a foreign policy 
suitable to its geography. Turkey makes concrete contri- 
butions, he said, to both intraregion and interregional 
cooperation efforts. 


Commenting on the problems of the Turks living in 
Germany, Inonu said that the aim is to have this 
community, whose population approaches 2 million, 
maintain its national identity but integrate with the 
German people as well. Viewing these people, who bring 
the two countries closer together, as foreigners is unac- 
ceptable, Inonu stressed, adding: It must be the common 
aim of the Turkish and German Governments to ensure 
that these people are given mghts and status equal to 
other German citizens in all fields. It should also not be 
forgotten that these people are European citizens. The 
necessary measures must be taken to ensure that they 
live and work under the same conditions as other citi- 
zens on the European continent. 
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Inonu pointed out that today, as in the past, there may be 
circles that want to obstruct the development of Turkish- 
German cooperation. In fighting this trend, he said, it is 
necessary to give priority to keeping the media and the 
public properly informed. 


In turn, Helmut Kohl said that Turkey has always 
supported Germany in difficult periods. We can never 
forget this, he said, adding that the give-and-take that has 
been going on between the two countries in the political, 
military, scientific, and cultural fields must continue. It 
is essential to add economic and commercial coopera- 
tion to those, he stressed. 


Kohl pointed out that Turkey 1s a great and important 
country, and that especially the Central Asian republics 
and certain Gulf countries follow its development 
closely. He stated that when the cold war ended, it was 
thought that the problems would be eliminated; how- 
ever, he said, freedom and peace cannot be achieved 
easily or for free. Regarding this point, he added, Turk- 
ish-German political cooperation is of great importance. 


Kohl stated that the racist attacks launched against 
foreigners in his country are a great source of shame for 
Germany. We will take all the measures and punish the 
culprits, he stressed. 


Terms Talks With Demirel ‘Fascinating’ 


LD2005093093 Hambure DPA in German 0813 GMT 
20 May 93 


[Text] Ankara (DPA}—German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl began his political talks today, having previously 
laid a wreath at the grave of the father of modern Turkey, 
Kemal Ataturk. During his meetings with acting Prime 
Minister Erdal Inonu and recently elected President 
Seleyman Demirel, Koh! will be particularly keen finally 
to settle a number of controversies which arose between 
the two countries last year. 


When Germany criticized the use of German weaponry 
against Kurdish rebels, the then Turkish president 
Turgut Oval, who died last month, compared modern- 
day Germany with Hitler's Germany. A visit last year by 
German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinke!l, as well as the 
attendance of German President Richard von Weiz- 
saecker at Ozal's funeral, have already helped to restore 
relations between the two countries. 


Koh! described yesterday evening's first round of talks 
with Ozal’s successor, Demirel, as “fascinating.” The 
Chancellor is sympathetic to Turkey's desire for closer 
cooperation in the industrial sphere, while himself 
wishing to see closer cultural cooperation. 


Agree To Revitalize Bilateral Ties 


TA2005 151893 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1445 
GMT 20 May 93 


[Text] Ankara, May 20 (AA)}—Turkey and Germany on 
Thursday [19 May] agreed to revitalize bilateral relations 
and extend ties beyond purely governmental contacts. 
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German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, currently on an offi- 
cial visit to Ankara, told reporters after meeting Acting 
Prime Minister Erdal Inonu that emphasis should be 
given to economic relations. 


“Today it is essential that we have closer economic and 
commercial ties than in the past,” he said. 


Germany has long been Turkey's biggest trade partner. 
Turkish exports to Germany were worth 3.66 billion 
dollars in 1992, a quarter of total exports. Turkey bought 
German goods worth 3.23 billion dollars in the same 
period. 


Industrial goods now account for 73 percent of exports to 
Germany, outstripping traditional agricultural produce. 


Turkish investments in Germany have climbed to nearly 
seven billion marks (4.3 billion dollars). 


“Turkey's significance will increase in the coming 
period. All the Turkic republics in Central Asia have set 
their eyes on Turkey. Gulf countries are also looking 
here,” he said. 


Kohl said the |.8 million Turks residing in Germany had 
made a vital contribution to Germany's economic pros- 
perity and he lamented a recent spate of neo-Nazi attacks 
on foreigners. 


“I particularly regret that Turks have faced attacks by 
fanatic extremists. | would like to express the sentiments 
and sorrow of the great majority of the German people,” 
he said. 


Inonu told Kohl that Turkey was a suitable candidate for 
integration into the European Community. 


“The political, economic and cultural dimensions 
Turkey can add to the EC are no less than any other 
country which is a candidate,” he said. “Turkey has 
proved to the world that a country with a Muslim 
population can develop within a multi-party democracy, 
secularism and a free-market economy.” 


Turkey applied for full EC membership in 1987 and is 
preparing for customs union with the Community by the 
end of 1995. 


m an Navy Commander Pleased With Recent 
sit 


NC1405 205593 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
5 May 93 p 9 


[Text] Sofia (ANATOLIA NEWS AGENCY)}—Admiral 
Ventseslav Velkov, commander of the Bulgarian Naval 
Forces, said he was very pleased with the outcome of his 
visit to Turkey. Adm. Velkov recently visited with two 
naval ships. He also said he observed no disagreement 
between the Bulgarian and Turkish Naval Forces on the 
seas or in their bilateral relations. Adm. Velkov stressed 
that the talks he held with officials of the Turkish Coast 
Guard Command covered cooperation in every field. 
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Officials Meet With Chief of Pakistani General Staff 
TA1905070193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] General Shamim Alam Khan, chief of the Pakistani 
General Staff who is on an official visit to Turkey, began to 
hold contacts in Ankara today. He first visited General 
Dogan Gures, chief of the Turkish General Staff, who 
expressed his pleasure over Gen. Alam Khan's visit. 


Gen. Gures then decorated Gen. Alam Khan with the 
Turkish Armed Forces’ insignia for his success in car- 
rying out his duties, and for his good relations with 
Turkey. The ceremony was attended by National 
Defense Minister Nevzat Ayaz, the force commanders, 
the Gendarmerie commander, the deputy chief of the 
general staff, the National Security Council secretary 
general. and high-ranking officers. 


Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu received the visiting 
chief of the Pakistani General Staff and conferred with 
him for some time. 


President Suleyman Demirel received Gen. Alam Khan 
as well. Gen. Gures was also present at this meeting. 


Inonu Receives Uzbek Deputy Prime Minister 


TA1905071093 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 18 May 93 


[Text] Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu received 
Uzbek Deputy Prime Minister (Muhammad Zhan Kara- 
bayev) and conferred with him for some time. 


At the meeting, Inonu said that there is constant coop- 
eration between the two countries in the fields of educa- 
tion and culture. Within this framework, he said, some 
1,800 Uzbek students are studying in Turkey. 


(Karabayev) said that Uzbekistan wants Turkey’s help in 
setting up printing plants. 


National Education Minister Koksal Toptan was also 
present at the meeting. 


Security Officials Request Syria Hand Over ‘Militants’ 


NC1705211193 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 13 May 93 
pl4 


[Text] Turkish and Syrian security officials met in Dam- 
ascus in the first week of May within the framework of 
the security agreement a Turkish delegation headed by 
Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin signed in Syria in 1992. 
The Turkish officials asked Syria to hand over 36 high- 
ranking Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK] and Dev-Sol 
{Revolutionary-Left] militants in the talks they held 
from 2 to 6 May. They also submitted new and very 
important information to the Syrian officials. One of the 
documents they submitted was made up of nine points 
from intelligence reports on the PKK and Dev-Sol. It 
contained the addresses of several PKK militants in the 
Palestine Quarter in Damascus. 








FBIS-WEU-93-096 
20 May 1993 


Aid Worth $16 Million Sent to Turkic Republics 


TA1505173593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 15 May 93 


[Text] State Minister Orhan Kilercioglu has said that 
Turkey sent aid worth $16 million to the Turkic repub- 
lics this year. In a written statement issued today, 
Kilercioglu said that with the aid sent to the Caucasus 
and the Balkan countries, the figure exceeds $33 million. 
Also, he said, $920,000 was spent for the 2,000 refugees 
from Bosnia-Herzegovina who are now in Turkey. 


Iran Failing To Repay Debts; Private Sector 
Complains 


NC1505 172993 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 7 May 93 p 9 


[Bulent Senver report: “The State Secured the Repay- 
ment of Its Dues From Iran™’] 


[Excerpts] Iran has not paid its debts to foreign countries 
in the past six months. Let us recall that Iran concluded 
transactions payable in 365 days over a long period. For 
example, if it moved to purchase commodities from a 
firm today, it would say “I can repay you on 7 May 
1994.” It has not paid anything since November 1992. 


Iran owes nearly $90 million to several Turkish public 
enterprises, including the Turkish Airlines Company and 
the Turkish State Railways. Its debts have been out- 
standing since the end of 1991. The debts Iran incurred 
in 1992 have not been considered thus far because the 
36 5-day official contract period for their repayment has 
not expired yet. 


An agreement has been reached with the Iranian Gov- 
ernment on the $90 million Iran owes Turkey. One-third 
of the oil Turkey is to purchase from Iran will cover that 
country’s debts. Turkey will pay the remaining amount 
in cash. 


This has upset the private sector in Turkey. The private 
enterprises have asked: ““Why has the government failed 
to reach a similar agreement on Iran's debts to the 
private sector?” 


It seems that Iranian officials were involved in hard 
bargaining over Iran's debts. In fact, they agreed with 
great difficulty to supply oil to Turkey to repay the $90 
million. Let us recall that until now they have sold oil to 
Turkey for cash, which Iran needs right now. [passage 
omitted] 


Reports say that Iran's overdue debts to the Turkish 
private enterprises total nearly $50 million. It has not 
paid that amount despite the fact that the 365-day period 
for the repayment of its debts has expired. Considering 
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the debts Iran incurred in 1992, that figure may now 
total $150 million or $200 million. [passage omitted] 


As for “why Iran is in such a situation,” officials have 
blamed Tehran's wide-scale arms purchases. Meanwhile, 
President Hashemi-Rafsanjani is expected to strengthen 
his position in the June elections. It is hoped Iran will 
pay its debts more quickly if he does so. 


PKK Cease-Fire Said on ‘Razor's Edge’ 
NC1405 182093 Ankara TURKISH PROBE in English 
4 May 93 pp 6-8 


{Article by Ismet G. Imset: “Cease Fire on Razor's Edge 
as Ankara Ignores Kurdish Issue”’} 


[Text] Completely engulfed by the presidential debate 
over the past two weeks, Ankara appears to have lost 
track of many of the country’s essential problems, with 
the Kurdish issue at the top of the list. 


The state bureaucracy and those in charge of security are 
rapidly losing hope in any possible solution to the 
Kurdish problem, pointing out that the state, which ts 
based on the principal of continuity, is no longer func- 
tioning, as far as this crucial issue is concerned. 


There is no, repeat no state policy on Turkey's Kurds 
other than realizing the “Kurdish identity,” whatever 
that means. 


Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin’s own argument that 
Turkey is not bound by the decisions of the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) is losing ground now, 
with the country’s politicians not coming up with any 
substantial ideas. In the corridors of the National Secu- 
rity Council, a structure inherited from past military 
coups, hard-liner arguments are getting more and more 


support. 


And it appears that in the absence of a political drive for 
a peaceful solution, Turkey may be on a head-on col!- 
sion course 1n the troubled Southeast. 


Despite repeated assurances by the PKK popular front, 
ERNK [National Liberation Front of Kurdistan}, that 
the cease fire is continuing, the TURKISH PROBE is 
aware from direct contact with Ocalan that his patience 
will expire in July and that mid-August could actually be 
the final deadline, before the PKK reinitiates armed 
activities. 


According to high level security officials, the PKK is 
continuing to increase its manpower in the mountains 
and has actually shifted some 500 to 600 men from 
northern Iraq to Turkish territory. 


Ocalan himself intends to increase threefold the number 
of his armed militants which are attached to the military 
ARGK [People’s Liberation Army of Kurdistan] flank, 
by August, and is aware that this alone could lead to a 
new confrontation. 
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Turkish security forces are already wary, believing that 
the silencing of arms (they prefer not to use the term 
cease fire) is but a new ploy by the organization to lift 
pressure off its back and buy time for a breathing space. 
Time during which it will gather strength for a new 
offensive. 


What is crucial at this point ts clearly the decision which 
Ankara takes in view of this buildup. If it sides with the 
Stauncher military, a preemptive strike could be 
expected immediately after the new president and prime 
minister are named. If it decides to give peace a chance, 
there will still be unwanted acts of terrorism in the 


region. 


Sources say now that without a clear cut state policy, the 
bureaucracy is divided and no one actually knows what 
to do. Many state departments, including those involved 
in security, are plainly up to guesswork. 


If there is a Kurdish identity, they say, there must be 
behaviour to assess it. 


The state has to decide what its longer-term goals in the 
region are and whether it will support any of the current 
initiatives. 


It is not even clear what Turkey will do with regard to the 
Kurdish entity in northern Iraq, what it would do if the 
PKK suddenly decided to surrender and/or what local 
officials are required to do if suddenly attacked by the 
terrorists. 


The threat here is that in the vacuum of a definite policy, 
individuals may start to take affairs into their own 
hands. 


At least, this is a fear some officials voiced to the 
TURKISH PROBE during the week. 


More than 6,000 people have died in the PKK campaign, 
which started in 1984, and many Turks still remember 
the wave of brutal terrorism which claimed the lives of 
hundreds of women and children. This, in itself, pre- 
vents the government from going out of its way to offer 
any generous reforms. i.e. a general amnesty for the 
terrorists. 


Still, the need for some kind of a positive approach 1s 
there and without it, there will be no chance for peace. 


One of the problems in finding a solution to the problem 
is inevitably the Turkish mentality, which is sull very 
much under the influence of the post-coup regime. 


Turkish intellectuals are shy, if not completely scared, of 
acting on any of the country’s current issues—and most 
specifically the Kurdish problem. Turkey's intellectual 
momentum has landed under the monopoly of a handful 
of Istanbul-based authors, while the rest of the country 
remains silent. People are scared even to utter a word on 
the issue and acknowledge that if they did, they would be 
isolated by their own close “Turkish” circles. 
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Moreover, Turks appear to be spending more time on 
wondering how sincere PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan is 
with regard to his cease-fire, rather than on what could 
be done in the time which remains. 


The argument is that Ocalan is sincere—at least for the 
time being—and that the truce will last for at least three 
months. 


For whatever reason, whether the role Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan leader Jalal Talabani is playing, or the alleged 
American involvement in the affair, there is an atmo- 
sphere of peace. But what is Turkey doing about it? 


The intellectuals are silent. The officials are silent, Other 
than “reforms” which were already on Ankara’s agenda 
without the cease fire, there is no serious move to 
indicate Turkey is taking the issue under its control. 


Whether officials like to hear it or not, they are still 
allowing the PKK to keep the reins of the issue in its 
hands and to determine what the next step will be. 


A whole state, with all of its institutions, appears now to 
be depending upon what officials claim are “a bunch of 
bandits.” And, in awareness of this, many Turks are 
losing their patience. 


Even on the federation debate, launched recently by 
Ocalan, most Turks preferred to keep silent instead of 
openly speaking their minds—leaving the ground to the 
separatists. A reporter for the popular weekly, NOKTA, 
was to tell the TURKISH PROBE that she faced “incred- 
ible problems” in trying to get the view of a single 
intellectual in Ankara or in Istanbul. “They don’t want 
to talk,” she said. “They are so scared of saying any- 
thing.” 


Ocalan recently came up with a Middle East Federation 
concept. According to him, the main countries in the 
region, namely Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria would in 
time be run in the form of federations and this would 
create the circumstances for the creation of a Middle 
East Federation in the form of a unified yet individually- 
autonomous body. 


Though the idea is clearly farfetched, it was a chance 
which Turkey lost; Turkey is so fnghtened even of 
mentioning the concept of a federation that the debate 
has been forced underground and, as in many cases, 
there 1s no way to see its mistakes once the idea becomes 


illegal. 


What Ocalan and many of the Turkish intellectuals 
appear to miss is that a federation does not necessarily 
mean a divorce and could well become a happy marriage. 
Even more important is the fact that to create a federa- 
tion, one needs to have the voluntary contribution of the 
communities who will take part in it. 


In Turkey, where two-thirds of the country’s approxi- 
mately |2 million Kurdish-origin population is living 
outside of the Emergency Law region, imagining that 
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these first class citizens would drop their equal nghts for 
the sake of becoming a federation minority is close to 
daydreaming. 


And, it is evident that if a federation is to be debated, 
those who have most say in such a debate are the 
Turks—not the Kurds—for they represent a majority 
portion of the nation and are the ones who will decide, 
on their voluntary grounds, for unity. 


Not a single Turkish organization or private body, 
however, has dared even to raise the issue in public, and 
the debate, like many others, has also ended up under the 
control of the PKK. 


Many of Turkey's issues now unfortunately depend on 
what the PKK does. This has led to two forms of 
reaction. 


The hard-liners, who argued that Turkey has never had a 
long-term Kurdish policy, believe that whatever happens 
in the near future, Ankara wiil once again turn to 
military methods and that since this 1s the case, no time 
should be lost. In their view, the PKK is making use of 
this cease fire to strengthen itself. It is an organization 
whose back has been broken and this could be the besi 
chance to cut off its head. 


This is a view which has been heard over and over again 
during the past nine years—only to lead to a further 
strengthening of the separatist movement 


The moderates, meanwhile, call for peaceful policies but 
are also aware that without a formal state policy which 
will continue whatever political changes occur in 
Ankara, not much can be achieved. 


They are rapidly losing ground and hope, in the face of a 
return to military solutions, once again. Also, there are 
those who seriously fear that Ocalan could be sincere and 
that a period of political struggle for this terrorst leader 
could help him in obtaining international recognition. 


They are concerned that if the PKK leader 1s really 
turning to politics, in a PLO-style evolution, the Kurdish 
issue will get even more complicated. They cannot even 
tolerate the idea of having a moderate “Kurdish” move- 
ment such as that of Kemal! Burkay [leader of Kurdistan 
Socialist Party], only because it could be more dan- 
gerous. It is obvious that this confusion 1s serving no one 
other than Abdullah Ocalan who, way back in 1991, told 
the TURKISH DAILY NEWS that his organization had 
the power to contro! developments in Ankara. One 
cannot underestimate the words of a leader of a move- 
ment which today numbers about 10.000 armed men in 
the region. 


But one should not exaggerate his strength either. Today, 
Turks are more concerned over the current presidential 
debate, and newspapers prefer to report on the private 
lives of prime ministry candidates, rather than on more 
serious issues. This relative calm 1s clearly due to the 
PKK cease fire: to a unilateral truce which the PKK can 
abolish as easily as it declared it. 
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The fact that the blood shed in the Southeast region is on 
the decline is welcomed, but Turkish ignorance of Kur- 
dish affairs helps no one. A recent assault by village 
guards on an investigative delegation in the region, for 
instance, raised absolutely no nationwide reaction, as 
one would expect in any established democracy. 


A delegation from Istanbul and Ankara, visiting a village 
in the region, was first circled by gendarmerie soldiers 
and then attacked by two village guards. The guards, in 
front of the soldiers, jumped into the village square and 
opened fire. As they fired into the air, they pulled down 
one of the delegates and beat him. 


Then they dragged a pro-Kurdish parliamentarian from 
his car and beat him as weil. 


a complaint has been filed, one newspaper said 
during the week that Emergency Law governor Unal 
Erkan had visited the village and actually congratulated 
the guards after this incident. The report on Erkan has 
not been confirmed but is clearly hair-raising. 


In the words of the weekly AKTUEL magazine, “the 
cease fire is on a razor's edge.” 


Indeed, with these developments and trends, it is diffi- 
cult to assume that a unilateral truce can last too long. It 
is also impossible to believe that Ankara’s agenda will 
change, at least until the beginning of summer. In other 
words, just like now, the Kurdish issue appears to be 
doomed to be off Turkey's agenda for some time. 


The problem, in this context, is that the policy vacuum is 
gradually being filled by a different authority. 


In Ankara, in Parliament and in the National Securnty 
Council meeting room, those preaching military solu- 
tions are getting a say. In the region, the Emergency Law 
governorate and the village guards are appearing as the 
sole authority. 


Everyone now fears that the cease fire will end with a 
provocation and it is not difficult to assume where this 
provocation will come from. Turkey's 40,000 paramili- 
tary village guards literally depend on the Southeast 
conflict. An end to the limited war would be their end as 
well. It will also be an end to a local wartime industry. 


Already reports reaching Ankara have it that one by one, 
new villages are being forced to receive weapons and 
their inhabitants forced to become village guards. 


Pro-Kurdish deputies claim that those who refuse are 
forced out of their villages as their houses are burned 
down. These reperts have been somewhat substantiated 


by local photographs of destroyed villages. 


According to People’s Labor Party [People’s Toil Party] 
(HEP) deputy Sirri Sakik, for the time being almost all 
authority is gathered in the hands of the village guards, 
who are putting up check points on main roads, con- 
ducting village raids and searches and repressing the 
local people. 
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According to Dr. Yalcin Kucuk, an expert on the issue, 
known for his close relations with Ocalan, the PKK 
leader will keep the initiative of the ceasefire in his hands 
for at least one more year, but there can be isolated 
clashes in between. 


Kucuk told AKTUEL last week that once Demirel 1s elected 
president, the new prime minister would have no senous 
authority and that the whole initiative on the Kurdish issue 
would be transferred to the Chief of General Staff. But 
Kucuk may actually be too pessimistic. 


What many observers of the conflict have failed to 
realize is that “hard-liners” within the system does not 
necessarily mean the Chief of Staff generals. Just the 
opposite, in many cases: they have been calling for more 
investments, and for cultural rights etc. for the troubled 
region. The Turkish hard-line mentality exists in what 
some call the “civilian generals,” people who have no 
association with the military but who in one way or 
another are more radicai than the generals. 


In the region itself, it is evident that there are circles 
which would not want to see the continuation of the 
cease fire. The village guards, perhaps those involved in 
the profitable Emergency Law system, and those who for 
years have been awarding local and “trusted” tnbes with 
billion-lira tenders would lose much if this happened. 


But to say that Turkish troops fighting in the region 
would want the conflict to continue is going too far. 
Psychologically, Turks in general have welcomed the 
truce. 


It is no secret that more and more families have become 
less and less willing to send relatives to compulsory 
military service in the region. And, locally, many offi- 
cials would openly say that short term military measures 
are not enough to solve the whole problem. 


Recently in a Middle East capital, TURKISH PROBE 
staff were approached by an officer from an exclusive 
anti-terronst Turkish squad and advised on develop- 
ments in the Southeast. The “source” was very frank 
about the problem, having supervised dozens of opera- 
tions in the region. 


According to this source, for instance, the problem 
resembies an iceberg and only the tip was on the surface. 


All special warfare operations in the region, which 
reportediy “crushed” terrorism, only crushed the tip of 
the ice * st the »ceberg grew and continues to grow 
under thc , 


Indeed, as in all parts of society, there are those in the 
military who also realize that military measures alone 
only strengthen separatist trends in the troubled region. 
In time, this mentality 1s bound to spread, with more and 
more examples of regional realities reported in the rest of 
Turkey. But does Turkey have that time? 
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Unfortunately 11 may not. As long as the Turks remain 
silent. leaving all of the initiative in the hands of the 
PKK, as long as society fears to openly debate the issue 
and even act in support of the truce, and as long as Turks 
fail to pressure their elected administration to do some- 
thing substantial, the issue will remain lying on the 
razor’s edge. 


Whether Ocalan 1s sincere or not does not matter. He has 
declared 2 cease fire and currently holds the key to the 
truce. Turks now have at least three months to act on 
their own, to take the key out of his hand and to finally 
end the PKK control over the overa'! Kurdish issue. 


The first step towards doing this ts to realize that the 
PKK and Kurdish questions may be interlinked but 
could be treated completely differently. But to do this, 
Ankara now has to take rapid steps to prevent unautho- 
rized authority in the Southeast from filling the authority 
vacuum originally created in the Turkish capital. 


<: 


Kurdish Deputy Says State “Nearly Sabotaging’ 
Cease-Fire 

NC1S05 174793 Istanbul OZGUR GUNDEM in Turkish 
10 May 93 p 3 


[Report by Mehmet Sah Yildiz} 


{Excerpt] Batman—A total of 14 villages and hamlets in 
the mountainous regions of Sason and Kozluk districts 
of Batman have been emptied of residents and thou- 
sands of villagers were forced to emigrate as a result of 
military operations launched since 6 Apnil. The villagers 
hold Major Hamit Cakic primarily responsible for the 
ongoing Operations and oppression in Sason. 


We spoke with Nizamettin Toguc, People’s Toul Party 
deputy from Batman, in connection with the operations 
being carried out by the state's forces as a result of which 
thousands of people have become refugees. 


Describing Mayor Hamit Cakic’s actions as “terronsm,” 
Nizamettin Toguc said: “It should be clanfied who is 
running the state, who is in charge. If, as claimed, this 
State 1s being run by civilians, then at whose orders do 
Sason Governor Ali Ekin and batialion Commander 
Hamit Cakic act? Who is giving the orders to Major 
Hamiut Cakic, who has engaged in state terrorism in 
Sason for days now?” 


Assessing the developments in Sason as a “blind alley for 
the state,” Toguc said that the villagers have been forced 
to abandon their homes because the mountains and 
villages are being bombed. Toguc added that the bomb- 
ings began when the villagers refused to assume village 
guard duties, so these operations are aimed at punishing 
them. He said that Herede (Acar), Heriva (Balbas:). 
Herdaye (Gunesli), Taras (Omerli), Tanze (Heybeli). 
Permisa (Aydinlik), Helis (Caghi), Seg Hamza (Hamzal)), 
and six hamlets in Sason were bombed as a result of 
which nearly 15,000 peopie left. 
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Toguc added: “Now, we must ask esteemed Demirel: 
What did he mean when at the start of the cease-fire he 
said “Let them first observe the cease-fire. then we will 
see what we can do” Are they demanding goodwill so 
that the other side can be butchered as a sacrificial lamb? 
Forty-nine guernilas have been killed, 17 people have 
been murdered by the Counterguermilla, scores of villages 
have been burned and destroyed, and hundreds of ordi- 
nary people have been detained and tortured since the 
start of the cease-fire. Everybody knows that prison 
torture is continuing. While on the one hand the state 
leaders speak about affectionately embracing 60 million 
people. on the other they are nearly sabotaging the 
cease-fire, which is regarded as a ray of hope by the 
Kurdish people, who are a part of this 60 million people. 
We genuinely want the Kurdish and Turkish peoples, 
who are two brotherly peoples, to affectionately embrace 
each other. We believe that sooner or later they are going 
to do this. We consider the cease-fire process launched 
on the way to peace as a step leading to this embrace, 
provided that the problem 1s tackled with a sound 
mind.” [repetitive passage omitted] 


Kurdish Efforts To Form New Party, Congress 
Viewed 

NC13085125493 Ankara TURAISH PROBE in Enelish 
4May9ipy 


[Text] Turkey's moderate but illegal Pro-Kurdish move- 
ments, who are gradually expressing support for the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), are taking 
steps towards creating a new party which will representa 
“front” which is being created on the Kurdish scene. 


Meanwhile, sources have reported that the PKK is 
working towards the creation of a Kurdistan National 
Congress (KUM), which will seek international recogn- 
tron for the armed conflict in Turkish territory 


Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the PAK. who has 
declared a unilateral but conditional cease fire. 1s deter- 
mined to continue recruitment cfforts for the outlawed 
party's military ARGK [People’s Liberation Army of 
Kurdistan] flank in a bid to convert these armed force 
into a self-styled police force in the future 


According to reports reaching the TURKISH PROBE 
last week, the days of the pro-Kurdish People’s Labor 
Party [People’s Tou! Party) (HEP) are numbered, even if 
it survives an Ongoing State Security Court investigation. 


Ocalan himself has little confidence in the HEP which, 
according to him, has not managed to fulfill its duties. 
Instead of becoming a political plattorm to explain 
pro-Kurdish demands to the Turkish people, the HEP 
has alienated Turks to the Kurdish issue altogether. 


With his recent protocol signed with Kurdistan Socialist 
Party leader Kemal Burkay. Ocalan intends to gather 
most of the tlicgal bul moderate Kurdish movements 
under one framework which 1s referred to. in general, as 
the front 
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In a meeting held recently in Damascus, it was reported 
that HEP delegates also supported this view and that it 
was decided in principle to place Kurdistan Socialist 
Party leader Kemal Burkay, a former politician, in 
charge of this formation. Sources said it would probably 
take the shape of a party, with the abolishment of HEP in 
the very near future. 


Through contacts also made in Iraqi Kurdistan, Turkey's 
moderate Kurdish activists, such as former Public 
Works Minister Serafettin Elci, appear also to be 
inclined for unity. 


If the plan does work out and a front is established, 
Serafettin Elci should return to Turkey in the coming 
months to head the new party. Intenor Minister Ismet 
Sezgin earlier told the TDN [TURKISH DAILY NEWS) 
that he [Kemal Burkay] was free to come back to Turkey 
from exile, and that he would not face any legal problems. 


Meanwhile, separate efforts are continuing on the PKK 
side to establish the KUM, which will not replace this 
organization but become a political platform for it. 


The structure Ocalan seeks to create is one like the 
African National Congress (ANC) or the Indian Con- 
gress Party. Parallel with these efforts will come a boost 
in European propaganda efforts and even in propaganda 
directed at Americans. The PKK has recently appointed 
a senior European representative to Washington. 


Efforts to create a Kurdistan National Assembly in 
Turkish territory also continue and the establishment of 
a new party, front and congress are all seen as part of 
efforts to unite the whole of the Kurdish spectrum under 
one umbrella and to seek recognition through this. 
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Ocalan intends even to sign a treaty between the “North 
Kurdistan Front” which is to be created in Turkey and 
the Kurdistani Cephe [Front] in northern Iraq. 


In recent interviews, the PKK leader has stressed that these 
efforts should not be regarded as a disarmament of the PKK 
or its military flank. In reality, he has said, the organization 
will continue to expand and those in the mountains, the 
ARGK militants, will police the cease fire. 


It is now becoming increasingly evident that Ocalan has no 
intention of surrendering his men over to Turkey until peace 
is definite and that even then, he would regard his armed 
men as a form of local militia as that in northern Iraq: 
people who would police the people on behalf of his orga- 
nization. Observers say the truce declared by the PKK is 
giving the organization optimum time to go ahead with its 
peacetime plans while continuing to build up its local forces 
in the Turkish Southeast. 


They believe the publication of the CZGUR GUNDEM 
newspaper [pro-Kurdish paper that resumed publication 
on 26 Apmi after a three- month suspension] is not 
coincidental at a time as crucial as this and that the PKK 
will monitor all developments in the region, reporting on 
them in Turkey and abroad, to make a propaganda 
victory out of its peace move. 


The most important development of all is that even the 
most moderate Kurdish leaders, such as Kemal Burkay, 
have said they will review their age-old peaceful policies 
if the cease fire falls through. 


If Ocalan maintains the peace and creates the front and 
congress, he will actually be obtaining the continuous 
support of these groups to his own policies. In that case, 
terminating the cease fire would in practice turn all of 
these groups into a natural part of the PKK. 
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